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"It is neither necessary nor desirable that ·t,;re 

consider the totality of on as the common basis 

of geograph:Lc study. Individual interest and com-

petence begins and may remain with specific ements 

of nature and of culture and vTith the meaning of their 

spatial relationships .. " 

Carl 0. Sauer. 

A.A~A.Gp Vol. 46 (1956) p.292. 
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Q.!if!f"£]~.11 ONE 

INT:fiQQUCTIQli 

The aim of this thesis is threefold; 

a} To show the di atribution in Canterbury Land District 

of Farm Settlement ocks purchased by the Crovm and 
1 

allocated to ex-servicemen bet1..reen 1915 and 1924; 

b) To discuss briefly the purchase, settlement and de

velopment of these farm blocks, and, 

c) a detailed analysis of the factors contributing to 

the severe problems encountered during the operation 

of the first major land settlement scheme for dis-
2 

charged servicemen bet111een ·1 g·JB and 1 940 .. 

In the time available for research, it has not been 

possible to investigate in detail every feature of the 

agricultural repatriation programme in Canterbury.. There 

are, however, certain themes which dominate any discussion 

of this topic, the principal of -vrhich failure of the 

soldier settlers themselves, and of the scheme as a wholeo 

Using Canterbury as an example, this essay attempts to 

clarify these statements and determine their validity. 



2. 

An intensive search was undertaken in order to locate 

detailed studies of land settlement by the Crown in New 

Zealand. Unfortunately, very little of a sufficiently sub

stantial nature to provide a guide for research was dis

covered. Contact was made ~rith government departments in 

Great Britain, France, Canada, the United States of America 
3 

and Australia with equally little success. 

The primary published source for this thesis is "The 

Appendices to the Journals of the House of Representatives 

of Ne1"' Zealand 11 , in which the annual reports of the Lands 

and Survey Department, ( C 1) , and the Discharged Gold rs 1 

Settlement Report, (C9), '\vere published. The C1 Report, 

provided data throughout the time period of land purchased 

and alloted to ex-servicemen, as well as general details of 

the condition of newly acquired holdings, and development 

programmes initiated before and during settlement. Much of 

this information was valuable although a considerable amount 

was too detailed to be considered. The report is a statemerrb 

of government attitudes and action during the ~~iorld War One 

Soldier Settlement Scheme, its treatment of settlement upon 

which this thesis concentrates being very generalised. 

Thi .. s over generalisation is again evident in the C9 
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associated 1.vith the scheme. The brevity of this essay and 

the generality of its material are its greatest limitation. 

H. Scatter's very brief but specific treatment of 

Cro1,m land settlement of discharged servicemen Has given 

detailed attention. Scatter's treatment of this topic is 

Slveeping and so generalised, that it merely provides a bare 

outline of the scheme in Canterbury and as a result, was of 
6 

4. 

little worth in providing a research guide. The appendices 

of Scatter's book were of greatest value and provided the 

basis of the initial mapping of Farm Settlements. 

~~er~ ~g~lished SoUf~ 

"The legislative history of Cro~,.,n land settlement 11 by 
7 

\;/ .. R .. JrJUrdain ( 1925) , provides a comprehensive discussion 

of all aspects soldier repatriation on the land, although 

this is only as far as it goes. As a result, the book is 

bare of opinion and because it covers a mere nine years of 

the t1"enty-five discussed in this thesis, its value is 

limited. A short discussion of land administration in New 
8 

Zealand by the Cro1vn and \tJritten by R .. J. MacLachlan (1965) 

provided a useful background to government land settlement 

policies. 
9 

The 11 Nm:,r Zealand Parliamentary Debates 11 , despite the 

excellence of their material from the point of view of 

attitudes and personal opinion, were not major sources 

because of the time involved in obtaining sufficient worth-



while data. Also, the tendency of 'Hansard' to provide an 

all embracing treatment of a programme which had strong 

regional differences, tended to limit its worth as a source 

for specific reference material. 

5. 

Both Christchurch nm:vspapers, ttThe Press 11 , and "The 

Star", -v.rere searched for additional information to that 

which had been obtained from other sources. Most statements 

were found to be a precis of reports published in the 

Appendices to the Journals of the House of Representatives, 

therefore they -vrere given a minimum of consideration. 

!LoMhl:!Jihed .D;:im.;ary SQ}dJ'..£~ 
10 

"The Soldiers1 Register", is the principal unpublished 

source for this thesis. It contains the official list of 

alienations of holdings to ex-servicemen during the operation 

of the "~.~orld !i,}ar One Soldier Settlement S:,cheme for the vJhole 

country. The section relating to Canterbury Land District, 

forms the basis of the discussion in the following pages of 

failure amongst soldier settlers. Only half of the register 

is reproduced (see Appendix), the remainder being of a con

fidential nature. That which remains provided an invaluable 

guide to the history of soldier settlement between 1916 and 

the beginning of the Great Depression in 1930. 

The Soldiers'Register was of value for the following 

reasons. Most important, it provided data for 49 of the 56 

Farm Settlements traced, this number being sufficient to 



form a basis for analysis of progress in the land settlement 

programme. Those settlements tvhich were traced from the 

register, account for approximately 75 percent of the total 

Farm Settlements alienated for ex-servicemen in Canterbury. 

Of additional importance, vms the inclusion of the history 

of success or failure of individual land holders i•Tithin the 

Farm Settlements. These data "t•rere analysed in some detail, 

the conclusions arrived at being discussed in Chapters Four 

and Five. 

1Irm11bl is ~g_ _§.e c Q.n_9,ru;:;z_§~~ 

The Files of the Lands and Survey Department, Christ

church, "tvere of little importance as sources. Many relating 

to the early hi story of individual Farm Settlements had been 

destroyed, and the majority of those still in existence 

1tJere in the departmental archives. A number of these were 

investigated but the effort required to find v,rhat was 

usually a negligible amount of data did not justify the 

time expended. The two readily accessible files concerned 

with the 1939-1940 amalgamation of soldiers holdings were 

an exception. :11 

6. 

Also in the Lands and Survey Department, a volume con

taining details of the number of holdings originally alloted 

for soldier settlement on each of the Crown blocks was dis

covered, the data it contained being useful in the preparation 

of Appendix Map 1. 



7. 

Q:t.h5a~.J3_QJJX~ 

Because of the lack of any substantial single source, 

a considerable amount of time was spent with administrators 

1vho had been associated with the end of the settlement pro

gramme, as well as vJi th other members of the public such as 

retired Crown .Solicitors, and representatives of the Returned 

Services Association, who were also involved with the scheme. 

These men were, as a result of their experience, able to 

recommend where emphasis should be made in the treatment of 

the data obtained. 

Before research into failure on Farm Settlements could 

be undertaken, each block had to be found and mapped. Four 

map series held by the Lands and Survey Department, Christ 

church, were used these being; 

a) The original survey plans published when each Farm 

Settlement was offered for ballot to returned service

men. As well as providing an accurate boundary line, 

each plan contained valuable information relating to 

acr e of holdings on the settlement, and sub

divisions made at the time of alienation. Because 

the set of these plans vras incomplete, the lack of 

data relating to actual location of farm blocks 

made mapping very difficult. Other maps were in

vestigated. These 1vere; 

b) Another set of survey plans, also incomplete, r.•.ras 



used. Being of a smaller scale (1:63360) than the 

original survey plans, mapping was a simpler task. 

Unfortunately, no indication was given on these plans 

of the class of each Cro"m Farm Settlement. That 

is, whether each block had been alienated before 

the passing of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement 

Act in 1915, thus making it a civilian farm settle

ment, or after, 1vhen all Crm.rn lands 1vere, until 

the end of the 1920's slump, offered exclusively 

to discharged servicemen. 

c) In order to clarify this situation, Survey Office 

plans "'ere used, these being complete, and sho1,1ring 

the surveyed boundaries o:f each Farm Settlement 

mentioned in the volume dealing \•lith soldiers' 

settlements mentioned above. 

d) After as many settlements had been mapped as time 

allowed, these were checked for size and location 

with the Cadastral Series, 177A, scale 1:63360. 

Duncan, at the conclusion of his brief essay, one of 

the more specialised studies of Crown sponsored land 

settlement programmes in Ne"t;T Zealand, states, 

11 •••• the historical geographer, by his use of 
maps and his concern for questions of location, 
has a useful contribution to make to the study 

8. 



of N e~,<r Zealand history. The need for more de
tailed study of such topics as the purchase of 
Maori land, the private subdivision of large 
estates and the subsequent course of events on 
holdings SLlbdivided by the government, has been 
indicated. It is hoped that :?tudents 't•rho become 
interested in these problems will not be deterred 
by methodological doubts ~orhether their v.Jork is 
1 history' or 'geography'.. The geographical 
principle that everything must be someNhere has 
its counterpart in history: every event had to 
happen somevJhere. The nature of that some'IPrhere 
may have been very relevant to what did happen, 
and no seeker after truth can afford to ignore 
it." 12 

The truth of Duncan's statement, particularly that section 

relating to the need for more ''detai.led study 11 of govern-· 

ment land subdivisions, is reflected in the almost complete 

lack of such investigations which have been undertaken in 

this country. This study is an attempt to fill in some 

small measure, the research gap he so rightly deplores. 

The aims of this thesis have been given, the methods 

employed to fulfill these being dictated by tt·!O factors; 

9. 

the sources available, and the space all01•1Bd for an adequate 

discus on of the themes adopted for investigation. Farm 

Settlements 'tlrere chosen as the units for study, because the 

majority of data collected was concerned with settlement of 

discharged servicemen by the Crovm, and it 1...ras on these 

blocks that government sponsored soldiers vvere placed. 

Those soldiers 't·Jho purchased land, and were independent of 

·the Crov-m except for financial arrangements, v.rere impossible 

to trace because no readily available maps existed of their 
13 

property boundaries. Investigations undertaken to determine 



1 o. 

the ratio of soldier settlers in this latter category with 

those ,,,ho obtained holdings on Farm Settlements, were in-· 
14 

conclusive although Rogers believed it to be three to one. 

Although this study is concerned with a discussion of the 

mlnori ty of the soldier settlers in Canterbury Land District, 

there is no evidence in any· of the sources traced to suggest 

there was any appreciable difference betv.reen the tv.ro classes 

of settler discussed above .. 

1U th the limited number of sources and amount of data 

available, there was little possibility of any use of 

statistical techniques on an intensive scale. As a result, 

the method chosen was to de scribe chronologically the 

setting up and operation of the 1'Tor1d 'VTar One Soldier 

Settlement Scheme in Canterbury, special empha s being 

placed on the occurrence and distribution of failure on 

Farm Settlement holdings administered by the Crowno Inspite 

of extensive investigations, no soldier settlers could be 

contacted for intervie'tv-. The majorj_ty of present day farmers 

residing on former soldier tlement land were e her al-

most completely or entirely ignorant of the scheme, and had 

nothing to offer regarding the conditions servicemen had 

to face. Two photographic expeditions were undertaken 

during which an attempt 'i/>ras made to visit as many of the 

settlements traced as possible. On each reconnaissance, 

a personal appraisal .of location, original housing, and 

farm buildings was made. 
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11. 

This \vriter is 11 not deterred by methodological doubts 

whether ht s work is 1 hi story' or 'geography' 11 • l'-1ethod

ologically, the study does not fall clearly into either 

camp, or into the realm of agricultural economics. At all 

times, the bias has been towards an explanation of how 

geog~aphical elements such as topography, soils and climate 

affected soldier settlers, and contributed to their failure, 

but the reader will find elements of all three disciplines 

combined. 

IHE STJ.mLAREA 

The Canterbury Land District, has been mentioned as 

the area in which investigations were made, a map of the 

area with generalised cultural regions being shown in 

gure 1. The boundary to the east is the ific coastline, 

this terminating in the north along the south bank of the 

Com,ray River, and in the south, along the north bank of the 

Waitaki River. The western boundary, is a line connecting 

the headwaters of the Conway and Tvaitaki and passing through 

or near Lakes Surnner, Coleridge and Tekapo • 

• • • 

Footnotes: __ _,.,...,._ 

1. 1915 to 1924 are the years covered by the Soldiers' 
Register. Those failures occurring during this time 
form the basis of conclusions in Chapter Four and 
Five. 



1 2. 

2.. Except for legislation, no data ,.,as found relating 

3 .. 

to the Soldier Settlement Scheme until 1916, but because 
the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Act was passed in 
1915, this date is regarded as the beginning of the 
programme. The itJorld !!Jar One Soldier Settlement 
Scheme ended officially in 1943 with the pas of 
The Servicemens' Settlement and Land Sales Act; 
however, 1940 is taken as the end point in this 
discussion because it is at this time that amal
gamation, the last major programme providing relief 
for soldier settlers ended .. 

The addresses of departments 
received are; 

om which replies v.rere 

Ministry of Labour. 
Training Department TA 2 
Ebury idge House, 
Ebury Bridge Road, 
LONDON S 1. 

Department of Veterans 
Veterans Affairs Build:tng, 
OTTA\.ITA .. 

Veterans Administration 
Information Service. 
''TASHINGT D .,C., 20420. 

Repat ion Departm(::1nt. 
Central Office. 
312 St. Kilda Road, 
SOUTH MELBOURNE. 

Department of Prirr.ary Industry. 
\~Tar Service Land Settlement Branch, 
CA~ffiERRA. A.C~~T~~ 

There was no reply to the inquiry sent to .. 
4.. Duncan, J .s.: 11Thg_I,.§!nd for_ the Peonl~~ 

~1l~ill1~nt an.Q. . ..ligr~l Ponql.*t;Lon 
Movements. 1886-1906 11 in 'Land and 
ffielihoodii'f- ed.~McCaskill, New 
Zealand Geographical Society. 
Christchurch. 1962. 

5. Scotter, H.: 11! .. J:li.st.Qrx_of Ca,nter:Qur;y11 , Vol. 3 
1876-1950. Ed. 1JJ.-J. Gardner. 
Christchurch. 1965. 



6o A good example of this generality can be seen in 
Appendix II. pp. 484-485 entitled, 'Returned 
Servicemen Settlements'. During research, some of 

13 .. 

the acreages given in this table are only approximately 
correct, and in the column, 'offered', no indication 
is given ~rhether the date refers to the first offer
ing of the Farm Settlement in entirety, or in part. 
For the majority of blocks, a single date is in
sufficient, alienations taking place over a period 
of time depending on the suitability of different 
holdings on the block for settlement. 

7. Jourdain, R.: 11~£_Le~ion anL§ettl,§m-SJ.t:l1...in 
Ne3v ~eal2,nqu. Department of Lands and Survey. 
Wellington. 1925. 

8. MacLachlan, R.J <~<: 11 Land Administra.:t..i.on. in Nell 
4jgaland 11 • NevJ Zealand Institute of Public Admin
istration Convention. Dunedi.n. 1965. 

9. The New Zealand Parliamentary Debates. Government 
Printer. \1ellington. 

10. This reg1. ster, is reproduced in the append of th:i.s 
the s 1.vith the kind permission of the Lands and 
Survey Department, r:.iellington. It is a confidential 
document held in the National Archives, 1:'Tellington. 
It is not for general circulation* 

11. Amalgamation Files. Ref. 3/45. 

12. Duncan, J ~s. (1962) p. 190 .. 

13.. Details of these private purchase settlers are kept 
in the files of the State Advances Corporation, 
Christchurch, and are confidential. 

14. Mr .. M. Rogers, ad Farm Appraiser, State Advances 
Corporation, Christchurcho 



CHAlPTER T}\"0 

THE FOUNl2.,ATION)~ ,OF ...lll.B.J:lORLQ_JqA,B 

QNUOLDIER SET1'Lj2~~NT SCH,EM~ 

1915-1917 

The only evidence of the settlement of discharged 

servicemen ,.,ith government sponsorship on Crovm lands prior 

to 1915, occurred after the 'Maori 'lrJars when the Settlements 

Act, 1863, was passed for this purpose. Under this le s

lation, soldiers were given holdings on what \ITas formerly 

Maori land or on Crown property adjoining land still under 

tribal controlo The purpose of this act was to provide a 

buffer zone between European and 'Maori land, as well as to 
1 

open up for settlement small areas never before farmed. 

This chapter looks at the beginning of the next land 

settlement scheme, in which servicemen returning from the 

First itlorld vJar were catered for. The period discussed is 

1915 to 1917, the first two years of the initial settlement 
2 

programme, 1915 to 1921. In order to place the scheme in 

the context of general Crovm land settlement, one can look 

back twenty-five years before the beginning of the programme, 

and see that during this period, many features of government 

policy which were later to be stumbling blocks for soldier 

farmers had already emerged. 



15 • 

.Q.BQh"N__LA!'JlLmTLE~ENT • ..l§§.Q-19,14; 

After the depression of the 18701 s, a premium was 

placed on land settlement and agricultural development by 

the New Zealand government. There was a growing a1.rarene ss 

of the asset the country had in its land as a potential 

capital producero Land purchase by the Crolvn, which had 

been a continuing process s:i.nce the establishment of the 

colony, was changed in emphasis from what was originally a 

policy of regarding land as a source of revenue for develop

ment, to using land as a basis for fostering settlement. 

vlhat had been formerly thought a satisfactory land settlement 

policy was now changingo After the depression and until 

the 1890 elections, the revision of these policies for the 

benefit of the economic future of the country, and the social 

wants of the time, became subjects of popular debate and 

party issues for the forthcoming choice of government in 

1890o The double desire for more land for agriculture, and 

the increased availability of economic units for the small 

yeoman type farmer, was primarily stimulated by a rapidly 

growing urban population, increasing unemployment, and the 

out standing success of refrigerated meat transportation. 

The sympathy the Liberal Party showed to the popular clamour 

for more land to be given the settler who desired to take up 

farming, led to the election of this party in 1890, and the 

inevitable establishment as a result of the emphasis given 
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1? .. 

implementation of the closer settlement programme, took 
6 

place with the passing in 1892 of the Land Act, which gave 

po,.,ers to the Crown allowing it to gain control over land 

aggregation and speculation. It also provided for low 

rentals to those lessees tvith limited eapital resources vrho 

v!i shed to be placed on small economic farm units. The same 

act supplanted the 'deferred payment' system with 'r:tght of 
7 

purchase 1 , and introduced the 1 lease in per pet ui ty' tenure 

replacing the leasehold which had required renev>Jal every 

h1enty-one years. More important, it plac a further amp 

on speculation by stating the upper limit of land available 

for lease from the Crovm. Each of thest=.; measures further 

contributed to con sol ida ting the position of the small 

and the Small Farm policy, as McKenz 's programme had come 

to be knovm.. For those estate ovmers vrho still remained, 
8 

legislation was laid dovJn in 1894 to provide the state 

11i th pmr.1ers of repurchase from private land barons. The 

power was rarely implemented, although the knovrledge of its 

existence to estate owners was sufficient to achieve the 

Crovm' s purpose.. For example, of the Crmm land offered for 

settlement in small farm holdings betNeen 1892 and 1911, 

1.2 million acres of former estate land comprised 15% of 
9 

the total 8.5 million acres set aside. 

In order to foster farm development, '\IJard' s govern-

ment produced legislation providing the small farmer with 



lo~>t interest loans. In the 1892 act, provision was made 

for the first time to standardise all land la\ITS, and by the 

inauguration of the Lands and Survey Department, the C:rovm 

had an agency which was able to be fully concerned 1vith 

land acquisition and alienation as dictated by government. 

During the campaign before the elect ions of 1911 , t,-ro 

strong issues arose, particularly in the more populous 

North Island vrhere the small land holder vJas a gro·tv'ing force 

in the farming community.. First was the belief of the small 

farmer that his position could be engthened by furt 

liberalisation of leases and fre<::;holding rights, and seeond, 

that the estates were not being minated rapidly enough., 

The Reform Party, with Massey as its leader, a small farmer 

himself, championed the cause of these men, the adoption by 

the party of the small farmers demands gaining sufficient 

support to oust the Liberals from pO'\•JCr in 1912" HOi,vever, 

the greater part of Mas I S ection promises and the 

period of general land settlement in Net•T Zealand ~frere 

abruptly interrupted by the declaration of war against 

Germany of the fourth of August, 1914. 

The introduction of a small farm policy by the Cro,vn 

had become a well established part of na.tional land settle

ment policy when in 1915, inquiries commenced into the 

possibility of initiating a farm settlement scheme for 

discharged servicemen. 

18. 
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Exactly one year after the declai·ation of '-'Tar, E. Ne,!lman, 

member of Rangi tikei, asked :i.f any scheme providing for land 

settlement had been envisaged, 1_,rhere farm settlement pr•i v:i.l-

ege s and preferences ,,rould be gi VE:m. to soldJ er s rE:turning 

from act service overseas@ He nobx1 that, 

"Such provision had been made Nei:r boutb. es, 
1,rhere large areas of land have been set aside for 
this purpose, and this is reported to have had a 
stimulating effect on recruit:i.ng. 11 ·10 

In reply, Hilliam Hassey, Prime Hinister and l'~Iinister 

Lc:cnds, stated that the question had been g n sub st ant ial 

consideration, a circular having bE~c:n sent on the fou.t'th of 

Jum~ of tr1a.t year to all the Commissioner 5; of Cro1rn Lar1ds 

g:tving details of the:'! government 1 s intention to provide 

retu soldiers \•rith an opportunity to ~c;ettle on CrCH·rn land .. 

The Commissioner-::.; of the various land distr ts ~·rere asked 

for a detailed schedule of the lands ava able, particu1ars 

of position, locality, access, quality, suit<:tbility for 

soldier settlers a.nd approximate price per ac:re of each 
11 

block. 

'I'hero is no simple solutioh to the question of '"'hy this 

legislation was introduced into the House at this particular 

time. The most obvious reason vJas the force of almost un-

animous public opinion. 'I'he horrors of the war, the major 

military assault by A .. N .. Z ... lL.C@ forces at Gallj_poli on 25th 

of April 1915, and the subsequent published lists of grim 
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casualty figures, had a profound and immediate effect on 

the general public. As the discharged servicemen t ckled 

back home, the public demanded immediate measures for the 

repatriation of the nation's heroes. 

11The attitude of the public to1,vard s the uniformed 
ex-servicemen corresponded ,.Jith the war temper 
portrayed in the newspapers. His idealised portrait 
v.ras modifi perhaps only to sho~cv those who re-
membered the man himself in the flesh. On the 
street, the ex-serviceman was regarded ,,.rith awe, 12 
as one '"ho might have arrived from another planet 11 .. 

Public opinion was strongly favour of some form 

of compensation be provided for discharged men on their 

return from the \!Tar. A commonly ssed opinion 't-Tas that 

men who had fought for their land should, on their return, 

be given farm properties as recognition of both publ and 

government gratitude. The subsequent result i,vas the lofting 

of the soldier into the unique position of being a nEnv class, 

the future of ~.<rhich had become a national discussion point. 

As a result of the continual public pressure, the movement 

by the Reform Party to introduce soldier settlement legis

lat ion into parliament, as soon as possible, was a matter 

of political expediency .. Yet in spite of government's 

de sire to satisfy popular opinion, Massey's attitude to,mrd s 

the purchase of land by the Cro1t111 for allocatton to ex-
13 

seryicemen was vie,tTed 1,1ith considerable caution. Nothing 

on such a wide scale had been attempted in the history of 

land settlement in New Zealand. Continuing public concern 



forced Massey to dismiss the caution with -vrhich he view·ed 

the proposed scheme, due to the increasing number of men 

returning during 1915 because of wounds and sickness& 

Haste of preparation for the initial negotiations 

concerning the construction of a land settlement policy, 

may account in part for the extraordinary measures Massey 

proposed. \~Then discussing the circular sent to Crotvn 

Commissioners in reply to Ne"t.nnan 1 s query, "Massey shmved, 

in his first draft of the proposal, basic flmJs "tvhich, 

21. 

through economic circumstances were to contribute substantially 

to many of its problems.. In the final part of his commun

ication, James Mackenzie, Under Secretary of Lands, stated, 

11 It has been suggested that a certain area of lands 
available for fruit gro~;...ring should be set apart, as 
the fruit industry might be particularly suitable 
to returned soldi s, and you will therefore pay 
special attention to any lands in your district 
suitable for.fruitgrottTing, and send a separate 
report thereon .. " 14 

A detailed perusal of the debates in the House, brings out; 

the apparent preoccupation Massey in particular had for the 

establishment of fruit farms. The reason may be found in 

the success encountered between 1906 and 1915 with the 

development of a fruit farming industry in Central Otago. 

Seeing the possible potential of fruit and the success of 

refrigeration, Massey may have been stimulated to feel that 

now, because there existed a pool of labour in the form of 

the discharged servicemen, the development of a national 



programme should be attempted. It is of interest to note 

the emphasis Massey placed on fruit farming for discharged 

servicemen. An extreme example of his singlemindedness 

was his attitude towards the North Auckland Gumlands. In 

reply to the Under Secretary's circular to the D:Lstrict 

Cro1,1m Commissioners, a large area of the Northland gumlands 

was suggested as being sui table for soldier settlement. 

Extraordinary as the suggestion was, Hassey, in his reply 

to the proposal, suggested the region ,,vould prove eminently 
15 

suitable for the est.ablishment of orchards. This early 

period of negotiation was characterised by similar spec-

22. 

ulations regarding the best way to assimilate the discharged 

servicemen back into the life of the community. The blame 

cannot be placed on anyone's sholllders for such indecision, 

the reason being the total lack of experience the Cro,JJ11. 

faced in the setting up of such a large and important scheme. 

Holding size, along with insufficient planning, probably 

the most significant factor contributing to the later 

difficulties encountered in the operation of the scheme came 

under further consideration during the second reading of 

the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Bill. Massey, di scussj_ng 

the intended assistance to be provided mentioned, 

11 vJe do not intend that any of the sections shall 
be large, and it j_s not necessary that they should 
be, especially those for fruj_t growing purposes in 
fruit growing districts." 16 



In general, members of the House congratualted the 

Prime Minister on his work towards the provision of a 

soldier settlement policy, although this opinion was by 

no means unanimous, some members of the opposition being 

particularly vehement in their criticism. Mr. Anstey, 

23. 

member for 11Jai taki, in one of his numerous speeches on the 

prospective scheme, said, 

"In the present form (the bill) deals "IIlith what 
for my present purpose I may call 5 acre settlements. 
It does not deal with settlement generally as it 
makes no provision for ordinary farm settlement. 11 17 

If not equally important in the future of the scheme, 

was the question of the amount of finance available to the 

soldier for faTin block development. Massey, in his original 

provisions had put aside a mere £50,000 for the purposes of 

the Bill, that sum being provided in order to enable assist

ance to be given by 1>1ay of loans and gifts to the soldier 

settlers. 

It is obvious that Massey, in alloting such a minute 

srun for the resettlement programme had no conception of the 

magnitude of the scheme he "I!Yas about to initiate. His 

belief that the amount wo1..:tld be sufficient "for the first 

couple of years 11 , was both a gross underestimate, as well 

as further evidence of administrative inefficiency by the 

Crown. 
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The passing of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Act 

of 1915, was a bold attempt to grapple with the problem of 

assimilating soldiers back into community life by offering 

land to those men 1..rho had been farmers before enlistment, 

or who desired to become farmers on their return. The Act 

was a remarkable piece of legislation. Inspite of the 

initial caution Hith 1JJhich the resettlement programme i•ras 

vie1ved, the Act made greater efforts and gave higher per 

capita loans than any other country provided to settle ex-

servicemen. 

Those eligible were; 

Class 1. 11Hembers of the Ne1JJ Zealand Naval or 
Expeditionary Force \<Tho served beyond Ne1,v 
Zealand in connect ion 1iTi th the war against 
Germany, and \•Tho returned to Ne1~r Zealand and 
received an honorable discharge~ persons who 
immediately prior to the war were bona fide 
residents of Ne1N' Zealand and served ,,.rith H~M .. 
Forces and received an honorable discharge 
therefrom; members of the Ne1,.,r Zealand Nursing 
Service who served beyond the seas with an 
Expeditionary Force; and any person 11rho -vras 
retained in New Zealand as an instructor at a 
camp of military training conducted for the 
purposes of the Expeditionary Force. 11 19 

Class 2. This group which was smaller than the 
first included discharged servicemen who were in 
camp at the time of cessation of hostilities with 
Germany; undischarged members of the Expeditionary 
Force; widovrs of members of the N e1N' Zealand Exped
itionary Force and those who as members of the 
Expeditionary Force had served as members of a 
military camp and had been discharged 1vhile in 
that position. 

24. 



Areas of Cro1"n and settlement land were set aside for 

selection by those in Class 1 , this land being available 

under 'Ordinary tenures' of cash, occupation with right of 
20 

pure hase, or renewable lease. Under 1 Special tenures' , 

the occupation terms comprised, 

a) deferred payment licence for twenty years 
21 

and b) renewable lease with a purchasing clause 

the term of lease being thirty-three years in the case of 

25. 

settlement land, or sixty-six years in the case of ordinary 

Crown land. 

As the areas of land set aside under this original act 

were insufficient to meet unforseen demand, the Amendment 
22 

Act of 1917 permitted the Crown to buy, on behalf of t\.JO 

or more soldiers including those in Class 2, an area of 

private freehold land and provided for an advance of up to 

£2,500 to; 

1) Enable a soldier to purchase the freehold 

of a suitable holding of private or Native 

land; 

2) Acquire the transfer of a leasehold; 

3) Acquire the freehold of a Cro~·m leasehold; 

4) To discharge any mortgage over freehold land 

held by a soldier. 

Financial advances in the period 1915-1917 were piti-
23 

fully small. For clearing, fencing, drainage and general 



improvement of Crown or freehold land including erecti.on 

of buildings and the purchase of plant, stock, implem.ents, 

seed and trees, the maximum available amount was £750. All 

these advances ~,vere secured by a mortgage over the land and 

held b;>r the Lands and Survey Department, as admini.strator 

for the Crm.rn. In addition to the provisions confeJ:·red by 

the above Acts, Expeditionary Force members were given pre-

renee ballots for land opened for selection under the 

Land Act, or the Land for Settlements Act, both passed in 
24 

1908$ This 1 egi slat encouraged small farmers to take 

up land offered at lo1'.1' rentals. The settlers considered in 

this essay 1vere those settled on Cro,,m and settle;ment lands 

v!i.th seholds on 'special' or 1 ordinary 1 tenure holdings* 

No files could be traced givi details of settlement 

in Canterbury between t pas of the Act late 1915 
25 

June 1916. One can assume that during this time, in 

26. 

common v7i th other d:t strict s, i.nve stigat ions were proceeding, 

the demand of the Minister of Lands, into the selection 

properties by members of the Canterbury Land Board "tvhich 

was responsible for the purchase of holdings suit for 

soldier settlement. The first C9 Report \vas publl.shed in 

1916, and in this i.t ,,,as mentioned that 12 applications had 

been received for land, but no further details were given .. 
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The SoldierdRegister has 8 entr s listing alienations in 

that year, and although this nurnber is too small to lend 

weight to any substantial conclusion, the success of some 

early settled land holders on the Seaforth Farm Settlement, 
26 

a dairying block, was poor. ltJi thin six months of alienation, 

a unit of 105 acres had been surrendered, the reason being 

the, 11 sea had encroached over part of section" .. 

A 15 acre holding on the same settlement had been forfeited 

after months and a 58 acre section was surrendered after 

two months. Seaforth Farm Settlement proved later to be 

unsatisfactory for a wide variety of reasons however this 

example sho1..rs that immediately after settlement commenced 

in Canterbury, on blocks i•rhich required a lot of development, 

early failures took place. 

In this relatively quiet period between the passing of 

the st legi ion and end of the \!far, the t1vo mo 

ssing problems affecting resettlement ,.,ere; 

1) The insufficient finance available for develop-

ment farm holdings, and, 

2) The steadily increasing cost of land, as 

vendors took advantage of the Cro\vl11 s search 

for sui. table holdings. 

Before the passing of the Act in October, 1915, ssey 

had indicated that the £50,000 put aside by the Treasury 

would probably be enough for farm development costs 11 for 



27 
the first couple of years11 • Only five months later, 

T Rhodes, (Thames) said, 

"I trust that very much more than £50,000 will 
be provided. If it '\llas £5,ooo,ooo, it 1.<rould be 
very much nearer ~.<rhat would be required to 
adequately provide for all the soldiers who 
return. 11 28 

In the same debate, Mr .. Rhodes discussing the class of land 

that had been purchased up until that time felt that the 

real interest of the new settler were not being considered 

and that, with the rise in price for land, land buyers 111ere 

purchasing holdings regardless of their state. The 

flation in land prices is generally attributed to the 1..rar 

which caused a price rise in all commodities. D .. J II'B .. Seymour, 

Dominion Secretary of the ne1\rly formed Returned Services 

sociation, believed that the original intention of ~1assey 

-v1as to provide small farm units for soldiers near to urban 

localities. As a result of the substantial inflation of 

land value throughout the country, the t commencing in 

late 1914, the government was forced, for purely financial 

reasons to revise its intentions. 0-vring to this policy 

change, land was bought often in totally undeveloped regions 

in bulk because,when purchased in large blocks,it tended to 

be cheaper. After acquisition, the block was subdivided into 

units for settlement. Seymour, Vice President of the 

Canterbury branch of the New Zealand Returned Services 

Association at that time, states in his memorandum; 



"The ·special difficulty which be set land settlers 
after the 1914 war vras v.rhat vJe now recognise as 
inflation. The foundation of this was appreciated 
by practically nobody at the time. (The reason 
for this inflation) 1iTas the abandonment on the 6th 
August, 1914, by N~z~ of the gold standard ••• Men 
returning from the war found that the price of 
land, formerly relatively static under the gold 
standard was rapidly rising. Buyers of the farms 

29. 

men had sold at nominal prices in order to enlist, 29 
had doubled their money and were freely speculating. 11 

It is beyond the scope of this study to attempt any 

explanation, but, v1hatever the reasons for the inflationary 

trend, the effects of the rise were considerable.. The 

private speculator 1-1as virtually in control of the land 

market with the government land buyer at his mercy. In 

Canterbury, the Crown agents went into largely undeveloped 

or climatically inhospitable districts buying tracts of 

country for huge sums of money, paying with cash. The 

vendors in their turn, with the moneJr on hand, went to other 

parts, purchasing more land, thus maintaining and in some 

cases increasing, the inflation of land values everywhere. 

Sir Francis Bell, who had assumed temporary leader ship 

of the Reform Party after the departure of Massey for the 

Imperi.al Conference in 1916, faced the grovring problem of 

speculation by rejecting, despite considerable public 

criticism, offers from individuals whom he considered ·t-rere 

asking too much for their properties. 

11 1~re never had a greater responsibility except the 
responsibilities of the War •••• But apart from 
them no other responsibility we ever had as a 
Government was so great as that of accepting or 



30 
discarding purchases of land for soldiers." 

30. 

Bell's endless concern over the rife speculation taking 

place was shown by his demand that every block be examined 

by an expert out side the Land Purchase Board, before pur

chase was completed. In an additional effort to stop 

profiteering, Bell kept Cro"'rn lands closed for settlement 

except by returned soldiers. He employed the same control 

measures during the subdivision of pastoral lands. 

The measures instituted by the government to control 

land prices ~;·rere slov.r to have an effect.. To provide for 

the added costs involved in property acquisition, an 

amendment to the original act was passed in 1916.. Addition

al funds up to £500,000 were provided for the purchase of 
31 

land and the original sum of £50,000, found insufficient 

for property development, "'ras increased to £100,000. Under 

this legislation, the scope of the 1915 Act was enlarged 

by extending its benefits to all those residents of New 
32 

Zealand who had served in the Naval or Military forces. 

TI:!§....Q.g.n.§.Qlid<3llon of a_l..@d .§ett).em2U.LPo];Jc;z;~ 1~11 

Nationally, the increasing evidence of hardship 

experienced by soldier settlers, which had come to the 

notice of the publi.c through reports in the prices, evoked 

a large measure of anti-government sentiment, and stimulated 

the political ambitions of the officials in the recently 
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formed Returned Services Association. By 1917, the 

association had become a very po,,erful body \vi th a member-
33 

ship of over 50,000. Land settlement was its 1 hobby-horse 1 

and the R,S,A"' emerged as the strongest pressure group for 

the acceleration of soldier settlement in the country. Its 

aims were threefold; 

1) Continual pressure had to be exerted on the 

Government to increase the purchase and 

allocation of land for soldiers. 

2) Faster subdivision and alienation of land 

already purchased. 

3) More financial effort to improve the lot of 

the soldier in difficulties. 

The profiteering in land selling reached its peak about 

this time, however, just as alarming and much less documen

ted was the emergence of corruption among the soldiers. 

The public called them "he roe srr, and an element in their 

ranks was fully prepared to take advantage of public sen

timent, which was entirely on their side, and to exploit 

anybody and anything that came their way. Because land 

was such a good investment, many soldiers applied for every 

ballot being offered in the country. Their aim was not to 

gain a farm, but instead to squat on the land "t~Thich they 

kne"tv to be continually increasing in valueo One of the 

earliest examples of this trend was during the subdivision 
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of Lees Valley Settlement t<rhere it was common knowledge 

that any property on the block 1vas worth at least £4,000 

32. 

in cash on the open market if the lucky ballot 1-l'inner could 
34 

sell it. During 1917, the R~~S,..A,. assumed the proportions 

of a gigantic goose, in that servicemen, who had spent all 

their resources in unsuccessful applications for each 

ballot at it appeared, only needed to shelter under the 

¥rings of the local association which like the pressure 

group it had become, turned its demands to the government by 

asking for more land and more money. 

In Canterbury, as was the case the remainder of the 

country, relatively few soldiers had yet returned from 
35 

overseas. In anticipation of t demand vThich was to 

as a result the add to the pressure already encount 

number of applications received, land nevrly purchased, 

or held by the Crown for settlement, was put a for dis-

charged soldiers. Most of those holdings 1vhich had formerly 

n parts of est es, had adjoining blocks of land O"tvned 

by the Cro1vn added to them in order to facili 

subdivisions on the settlement. 

additional 

There were two schools of thought as to the class of 

land 111hich should be bought.. Some 1vho had witnessed the 

reme hardship already faced by settlers on blocks like 
36 

Seaforth, or the cold Cricklewood Block at , advoc-

ated the purchase, i>Yherever possible, of improved land so 
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that an immediate return could be gained. Others supported 

this contention only in part, believing that in the very 

near future, the number of applications for land would 

outstrip the supplj.es. Consequently, the only ,,..,ay to 

satisfy the demand they believed was to purchase large 

blocks of unimproved land which would produce little return 
37 

to start but would, in the light of the then bouyant prices 

for agricultural produce, pick up rapidly. Common to both 

schools "'ras the belief that individual preference for the 

soldier should be continued. The balottee had three cate-

gories of farm to choose from, these being; 

1) Market gardens or paul try farms, usually 

suburban in location, 

2) Small rural holdings for bee keeping and 

fruit growing, and, 

3) Large rural buildings for mixed farming 
38 

and pastoralism. 

The argument pertaining to improved and unimproved land 

only related to the last category. 

Because v.rheat was commanding a good price at the time, 

the initial tendency was to allovr occupation of land as soon 

as it "11ras available, the occupants being placed on short 

term tenancies, special advantage being taken of the 1 special 

leases' clause in the 1915 Act.. Seaforth, Cricklewood and 

Leeston Farm Settlements were the first to be settled under 
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this policy, their later history, (see Table 4) illustrating 

well its shortcomings. 

This chapter set out to show briefly the beginnings 

of the resettlement scheme with particular reference to 

initial legislation, a description of who was eligible for 

settlement, and land purchase problems. The difficulties 

associated with lack of finance and poor class of land for 

ex-servicemen have been mentioned in order to shov.r ho'tv 

these problems, which were later to plague the operation 

of the scheme, had come about as a result of insufficient 

planning undertaken by Na ssey and the Reform Party. i.Ni thout 

doubt, the speed ,,,ith \•Thich the Soldier Settlement Programme 

had been e stabl:i shed, and the apparent inability of Hassey 

to for see the needs of soldier farmers and how to deal ,,,;ith 

them satisfactorily, contributed in major part to the years 

of crisis bet·vreen 1918 and 1924 which the next chapter will 

cover. 

• • • 
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CHAf~E 

LAND _,AC,t~Q~SITIQJ!_f11:I1~-s~mEMEtl'J: 

In spite of t few applications for settlement 
1 

received settlement by the beginning of 1918, admin-

ist or s could look back on t1.v0 years of problems brought 

about by provid unsatisfactory or poor land for soldiers, 
2 

the majority of whom \11ere totally inexpe encerL The lack 

of finance provided for development compounded the 

diffic ties, the Farm Settlements C ckle,.JOod and Sea-

forth suffering the most up until that t • (See Table 4) .. 

Administrators ,,,ere unable to alleviate these difficulties, 

particularly those relating to land purchase and development 

finance because of the lack of provisions for any substantial 

act under the Disc Sold rs Settlement Act and s 

amendments. The period 1918-1924, -vras the most trying time 

faced by tlers during the operation of the resettlement 

scheme. This chapter attempts to show the course of events 

during this time vrith reference in particular to land 

acquisition and settlement .. two major themes discussed 

cover; 

1) The sudden and unexpected nd hunger encount 

by the Lands and Survey Department and land buyers brought 

about by the return of the Exp tionary Force, and, 
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2) As a result of these pressures, the accelerating collapse 

of the land settlement programme as originally conceived by 

the Reform Party. This 'tvas caused by those factors men-

tioned above and the disasterous in the p 
3 

agricultural produce, beginning in 1920, which led to the slump .. 

In Canterbury, as 111as the case throughou-t the D nion, 

t re was no real 

ex- servicemen until t 

hunger produced by the demands of 

middle of 1919. The magnitude of 

the problem faced by the government in rehabilitati 

troops back into community life, can be best illu 

comparing it 't·Jith the numbers involved. In the Boer 

Force, the last group of servicemen to be repat 

the 

ed by 

before 

the Great War, a mere 6500 men had been assimilated without 

inc nt. Bet• .. veen 1914 and 1918 on the other hand, 100,000 

men had been sent to the vrar, this number accounting for one 

tenth of the total national population. \Uth the return 

these men in great numbers to1..rard the of 1 918 and the 

beginning of 1919, rehab tation commenced. Administrators 

had no idea of the number of discharged soldiers 1vho would 

take advantages of the opportunities provided for settlement 

on farm holdings. In 1919, the flood of applications 

became a very severe on the Lands Department who 

v1ere short of staff because of the war. The administrative, 
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legislative, and financial structure of the Discharged 

Soldiers ttlement Scheme vras unable to cope with the 

demand. Not only did this problem have to overcome by ne·H 

legislation, but the most important aspect of the progress 

of the scheme, namely land acqui ion, had been slov1ed 

do1...rn considerably as a part of government orders to land 

buyers to sho,., restraint because of the continually rising 

land p The problem v.rhich had to be faced i.·Tas ho'" to 

settle the large number of men vrho had applied for holding 

,.,hen insufficient land of sui table quality 1va:s available to 

isfy the demand. The unfortunate end result to the 

situation 1.ras the settlement of too man;y men, most of '"hom 

v.rere inexperienced, on land 't,rhich was in a virgin, roughly 
4 

developed or worn out st e. 

The blatlle for this course of events which \<Ta s in t 

long run to play a bigger part than any other factor in 

later difficulties for the scheme, cannot be placed en

tirely on the shoulders of the government. In fact, 

during the initial scussions leading up to the drafting 

of the 1915 Act, mention had been made of the possibility 

of providing training for inexperienced applicants. o-

vision was made, in a rudimentary fashion, for the training 
5 

of these men on specially selected farms run by civilians .. 

As a result of continuing speculation ballots for 

properties, and the excessive price for land, the government, 
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,.,hich had been cautious from the start, maintained this 

attitude. However, the hostile reaction of the press to 

this caution wh:Lch it thought unjustified, and blamed in 

large part for the slO\v prog:re ss of the scheme, s,~rayed 

public opinion which was for the most part on the soldiers 

side. The R~S#A. in particular as representative of 

soldiers affairs, adopted a hostile attitude to1;,rard s ~·rhat 

it considered to be poor plaru1ing and inefficiency so that 

the Crown was virtually forced into action. 

The R .. S .. A" with the first publication of i.ts paper, 

"Quick March 11 in 1918 became a strong voice in making known 

its dissatisfaction with the lack of a viable land settle

ment policy. The association called for a more satisfactory 

programme to be formulated on the experience already gained, 

rather than a continuation of the old scheme based on a 

half hearted effort geared to satisfying demands as they 
6 

arose. 

CANTERBURY LAND SET'rLE11ENT 
------~-~-----~~~--

It is doubtful if Canterbury suffered from a land 

hunger on the scale encountered in the North Island, for 

little mention is made of this problem in the regional 

section of the C1 and C9 Reports. As Figure 2, 3, 4, and 

5 shows, during 1918 and 1919 land acquisition and settle

ment continued at a fast and steady rate. The pattern of 
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land buying vias similar to the national trend as Figure 2 

sho,N's, 't~Tith most propert s being purchased under the pro

visions of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Act and its 

amendments. The statistics from i<Thich this set of graphs 
7 

were constructed, further d rentiated the land pur-

chased into holdings alienated for; 

1) lease or licence, or, 

2) sale which included provision for 

defreed payment. 

This study is concerned \dth those settlers 14ho acquired 

land under category 1. Figure 4 sho,..rs hoy,r in Canterbury, 

as V>Tell as else1..rhere, the leasehold farm unit vms the 

dominent form of farm tenure listed, this having been the 

pattern since the scheme began. The reason is straight

forward; the majority of discharged servicemen had little 

money "tvi th v.rhich to acquire a freehold property, therefore 

the leasehold tenure 1f1a s preferred. Also the amount of. 

freehold land offe to servicemen t..ras small, this being 

the general case. The same preference vras shown for land 

allotted for settlement under the Land Act and tht3 Land 

for Settlements Act of 1908, knovm in Figure 3 and 7 as 

'other acts'. 

In the same time period, an analysis of farm holding 

size provides an interesting picture ·Hhich 'tvill be elaborated 

in Chapter 5. As can be seen in Figure 6 and 7, the 
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Canterbury average size of holdings held under lease or 

licence exceeds the national average by a large measure, 

w·hereas land for freehold settlement in Canterbury falls 

below the national average, this pattern being similar as 

regards land acquired under both the Discharged Soldiers 

Settlement Act and under other acts. The significance of 

Canterbury holdings held under se and licence being of 

the larger size than the national average may account for 

the Land District having least number of failures in the 

Dominion .. (See Table 8). 

No a could be discovered giving cific mention 

to malingerers in Canterbury although Seymour believed 

the numbers who did exist were an embarrassment to the 

R ... S .. A .. and the CrovJn.. lviany ex-servicemen v1ho had sought 

properties for purely financial gain and 'ltJho had been 

unable to resell their land as a result of the caution 

exercised by government land buyers 1vere the principal 

culprits. In an unknown measure these individuals con

tributed towards land value inflation. Speculation was 

not only found on the land but abuse of development loan 
8 

privileges was also common. Dr. R .. Hepburn, Crown 

Solicitor in Christchurch during 1919, encountered this 

often. 



11 At one stage, particularly bet,...reen 1919-1920 
practically every conveyancing tran ion in 
Christchurch depended eventually on money from 
a Discharged Soldier's loan. For example, A 
bought a house from B and obtained a Discharged 
Soldiers loan to complete the purchase. B then 
bought a house from C but could not pay for it 
until A had obtained his loan and paid him (B) .. 
And so it ,N'ent on.. Sometimes several trans
actions were directly or indirectly dependent on 
the one loan, and the money it.lOrked overtime. 

Seymour could give no indication of the number of malin-

gerers who were soldier settlers though he believed 

that because of the numerous opportunities to do so, most 

at some t took age of the loopholes in the pro-

visions for supplying soldiers vdth farm development and 

house loans.. He ded th.s..t if the public had come to knovr 

of the many thousands of pounds lost because of adminis--

trat incompe nee and inefficiency, the ,,,hole 

\•rould doubtlessly have 

major political issue. 

come a onal scandal a ncl a 

The situation .,,,as made all the more tragic by the 

continual lack of finance available for farmers, t 

r 
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uation in Canterbury being the same as else·vrhere. Hepburn, 

v.rhen discu this feature of the scheme, states, 

"In this connection there vJere various intere ing 
incidents - humorous to look back upon, but not 

the time.. The Treasury had only a limited 
amount of money for the loans, and apparently, 
more loans were authorised (by the Cro~>m Lands 
Department) than there '1:tere funds to pay immed
iately, so they rationed v.rhat funds they had 
among the various districts. vJhen a transaction 



was ready for settlement •••• it was about six 
weeks before a cheque was available for that 
particular loan.. The Government sent the 
Commissioner of Cro·vrn Lands in Christchurch say 
£10,000 or £20,000 each week and when that was 
exhausted, there was no more till next week. 
Eventually, funds ran out altogether and there 
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\IT aS no money till parliament met in 1 920 and pas sed 
the budget, and thus authorised more funds for 
the purpose." 

As a direct result of the lack of money, those settlers on 

undeveloped bloc};:s, who vJere already as a. result of in-· 

experience having difficulty meeting mortgagB commitments, 

had either to surrender their boldine or have it taken 

from them by the Lands Department. After the Cro,,m had 

held the property for a short period it was then reallocated, 

thus perpetuating a vicious circle. 

In Canterbury, betHeen 1919 and the beginrdng of the 

recession in 1920, land acquisition vms reduced as a result 

of decreasing demand for settlement by discharged service-

men. This is reflected in Figure 2 which shows that the 

rate of land purchasing slowed from 1919 until 1921 when 

the bot tom fell out of meat and vrool markets:. The decline 

is most noticable in the amount of land purchased under the 

terms of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Act. The buying 

rate of land acquired under other acts also fell off to 

some extent although this reduction was not so considerable 

as in the former case. i1\Tith the e:xpiring of many leases on 

the large Canterbury estates in 1918, acquisition and sub~· 
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division of these holdings had accounted for a rge pro-

port of the total units offered for settlement, this 

programme compulsory purchase at fair ues b a 

major part of Canterbury land acquisition. On a national 

scale, the purchase of nd 1vas also slov·Jed by unsuitable 

blocks being offered at high and um•easonable values.. The 

ific ity of these values prompted ssor T.A. 

Hunter to suggest that the only means overcoming 

land values and obt ng more hold s vms to impose a 

iffly graded 1 tax order to force vendors to sell 

at a more reasonable ce. Ho,,~;ever, lcial s were ic ent 

to implement this suggestion, pointing out t the o-

gressive Land Tax passed in 1917 i,ras framed for t s very 

purpose, the immediate result being a marked increase in 

market values of land. In t, thj.s unforseen trend 

g ly accentuat the normal of ia.l valuations 

behind market prices 

By 1919, the H .. S .. A" had evolved into a vi.gilante 

organisation as a result of ·Nhat it considered the slo~rmess 

of the Crm,m in solving the land purchase problem.. The 

intention of the association 11as to form its own Dominion 

Land Committee to act on all grievances received from 

members of district branches. By producing its ovm case, 
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the association felt it would be able to bring pressure 

to bear on the government and thus produce some action. 

However, before the R.S~A. could carry out its threat, 

~1assey, '·"ithout any prior warning, suspended for an in

definite period the financial provisions of the Discharged 

Soldiers Settlement Act. His reasons 1vere simple: The 

country, inspite of a continuing post,~rar boom in prtces, 

was in debt and not being able to afford payment of loan 

requirements to soldier settlements. This action more than 

any other gives a good indication of the stra:in the re-· 

settlement programme vras imposing on the national economy. 

The original £50,000 set aside for the purposes of the 1915 

Act had, as a result of the demand in 19"18 and "1919 proved 

insufficient. A revision of the advance had gone on 

throughout the operation of the scheme, the sum being raised 

to £100,000 in 1916 as an amendment to the ori.ginal acto 

Under the Finance Act of 1917, the allocation 11.1as again 

raised to £500,000 and the follmtTing year to £1 ,500,000o 

Ho1,1ever, this large amount 1~ra s still insufficient to meet 

the demand for loans. 

The Discharged Soldier Settlement Loans Act of 1919, 

in a final attempt to solVE! the economic pressures, allocated 

£12,500,000 for the purposes of the Discharged Soldiers 

Settlement Act 1Arhile additional finance was offered under 

the Lands for Settlement Act of 1908. Ho-vvever, with 





These t\1.10 build s, a pur se shed on t 1 

and a on t t, are an e the 

st 0 :L rm build 

for tle·rs on I th. The in 

ground is not t I ,,1orth block. 



continually inflating land values, high prices for t 

construction of dwellings, amenities, and access roads, 

and the high costs of agricultural implements, fencing 

and posts,the addit supply of money was rapidly ex-

hausted .. 
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Nassey' s intention in suddenly removing all returned 

soldiers from the land market by eliminating their· sources 

of finance, \Alas to produce a drop in land pr es. The 

public pressure that resulted from this action, forced 

Massey to the financial aid programme back into 

operation before any concrete reduction was sho\Am. Above 

all, this episode illustrates two points; 

1) The di ul ty admitted by t Crovm finding 

t necessary finance for soldier settlers. 

By late 1919 this was taking two forms; 

a) funds for farm development to those settlers 

vJho were nevJly placed on holdings en-

deavouring to set themselves up, and, 

b) rel to be paid to servicemen who had 

found difficulties in making their pro

rties pay, these problems being discussed 

in detail in Chapter 4 .. 

2) The consi able problem soldier settlement had 

become to the government as a result of 

complexity of national and regional planning 



required to maintain the scheme as it had 

evolved. This was compounded because of 

regional differences which had emerged due to 

the lack of interdistrict coordination between 

the administrative authorities. 
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In this chapter, by using both Canterbury and national 

examples, an attempt has been made to shmtJ ho1-r land ac

quisition took place and 1vas affected by demand, price and 

finance available. No special emphasis has been given to 

Canterbury because in the events covered so far, relating 

to the establishment of the First '·'rorld l.·rar Soldier Settle-

ment Scheme, there was in general a similarity of events 

over the whole country. 

Chapter 4, which begins discussion relating specifically 

to Canterbury, considers the signifj_cance of the slump of 

1920-1924 on soldier settlers with details of the location 

and condition of soldier settlements. 

0 •• 

1. Lists of applications received and allotments made to 
discharged soldiers appear annually in the Discharged 
Soldiers Settlement Report, C9, A.J.H.R. 
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2. Personal communication vlith lt~Jatt and Seymour. Although 
hinted at occasionally, there is no definite indication 
of numbers of inexperienced men in Canterbury, in the 
C1 (Lands and Survey Department) and C9 Reports. 

3. Scatter, pp. 329-340. 

4. See Chapter 4 for a detailed discussion of Farm 
Settlement Location. 

In Canterbury, a farm at Hanmer \<Jas set 
practical and theoretical instruction. 
scheme was to cater for all classes of 
However, facilities were inadequate to 
everyone .. 

aside for both 
This training 

settler .. 
provide for 

6. Any reference to the operations of the Returned 
Services Association comes from discussions with 
Seymour, first Dominion Secretary of the organisation .. 

7. Annually data was provided in the C9 Report and this 
information was analysed to produce Figures 2 - 7. 

B. Personal communication. 



INTRODUCTION 

This chapter unde s t1.-ro tasks; 

1) A description of how Soldier Settlements 

v1ere mapped, and, 

2) a discussion of Farm Settlement location 

and agricultural type. 

The initial mapping of Farm Settlements before analysis 

of failure could be commenced, was a long and tedious ta 

made difficult by t e factors; 

1) No map could be found in Lands and Survey 

Department in Christchurch, or in Head Office, 

llington, which showed the di ribut of 

Soldier Farm Settlement blocks in Canterbury .. 

2) Although files had been prepared on each 

tlement during its development, too fe''' of 

these could be loc ed to justify the time spent 

in searching. 

3) Very fevr administrators associated vri th the land 
1 

settlement programme remain. Those with whom 

discussions took place could not remember t..rhere 

soldier settlements were locatede 



From the beginning, an attempt was made to include on 

the final map as many Farm Settlements as could be d 

covered in the limited time available. The reason vras two-

fold; first a near complete st vJOuld increase the 

nificance of any conclusions, and the map 1.vould so be a 

valuable historical document.. Initial mapping took place 

by the following up often fragmentary clues provided in 

the follo1,1ing documents; 

1} The Discharged Soldiers Settlement Report. (C9). 

This annual statement began promisingly and 

provided a comprehensive coverage of holdings 

alienated between 1917 and 1922. Unfortunately 

the treatment by no means complete or 

systematic, the detailed description of settle

ment falling off as time progressed. 

2) Scatter's table, "Returned Servicemen Settle-
2 

ments, 191 21 11 , the only list encountered, 'V!aS 

initially treated as if complete, although some 

time was spent in attempting to confirm this in 

discussions with staff of the Lands and Survey 

Department. This was found to be a difficult 

exercise because so little data could be found, 

but it was thought that if Scatter's appendix 

dealing vri th cond 1>Jorld War soldier settlement 

was inve igated and found to be accurate, the 
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reliability of the ':Jorld \tJar One settlement 
3 

could then be ascertained. The writer 1)y this 

time had discovered nearly all the Second \vorld 

War settlements, a map of these being held by 

the Department. Scatter's list of these settle

ments was incomplete and at the time, it was not 

known how accurate his figures 1.vere relating to 

each block. However, because no other list of 

a comparable size could be found, but, as some 

of Scatter• s data had proved to be suspect, the 

search ,,,as directed to the Lands and Deeds Office. 

3) The Lands and Deeds Office in Christchurch, has 

in bound volumes, listed in chronological order, 
4 

all land titles for Canterbury. Certain of 

these volumes are concerned exclusively '"i th 

Cro,vn land titles and a search proved the e.xi st

ence of 83% of the settlements mentioned by 

Scatter. It was not known at this stage how 

many more settlements remained to be traced 

although a concentrated effort was made with the 

help of 'Hatt to trace fromnemory as many as 

possible. This was very difficult because in 
5 

the list taken.from the C1 Report of 1939 no 

distinction was made betv1een; 
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i) Farm Settlements alienated after 1916 for 

settlement by discharged servicemen; 

ii) Farm Settlements alienated under the pro

visions of the Land Act and Land for Settle

ments Act of 1908 for settlement by civilians, 

and, 

iii) Farm Settlements alienated under the 1908 Acts 

which had not been completely settled by 

civili~ns at the time of the passing of the 

Discharged Soldiers Settlement Act in 1915, 

thus having vacant holdings which were then 

made available to soldier settlers. 

Because the 46 blocks \vhich had been traced and proven 

from Scatter's list appeared,after some more investigation, 

to be the only ones that could be found, an initial attempt 

was made to map these.. During the search in the Lands 

Department a number of the original sale plans had been 

discovered and, although they did not make up a complete 

list, they gave additional proof of the settlements already 

found, as well as providing further data such as acreage, 

holdings available on each block, and the boundary of the 
6 

farm settlement .. 

Init!al.M~ning Difficulties 

The f st attempt at constructing a map showing the 

distribution of v1orld vJar One Farm Settlements faced the 





Mount Nessing Settlement was one of the more successful 

hill blocks in Canterbury. The settlement l,Thich includes 

all of the hills in the background but none of the fore

ground was of a gently rolling nature, suffered from no 

climatic extremes and enjoyed an adequate rainfall in all 

seasons, this contributing substantially to its record of 

success. 



problem of having only one half of those settlements t 

available on sale s. These 20 blocks \,yere mapped, and 

a preliminary analysis of their history commenced from the 

f s which had been traced. Meantime, the search for 

additional Farm Settlements continued.. During this in-

ves~tigation, the 1 :63360 Cadastral s of maps "t-Tas found 

to contain all those Farm Settlements established on estates 

and dealt w·ith under the Land for Settlements Act.. The 

selection of blocks allocat for nation under the 

Discharged Sold rs le ion as well as t Land 

tlements Act, -vras a simple case of eliminating tbose 

"t•rhich were not part of the identified st* It became 

apparent after tial mapping was complete, that the 

boundary marked on some Farm ements did not conform 

to the boundary as shown on the original sale plans. This 

was discus sed th the Chi Cartographer \>Tho emphasis 

that the boundary on Cadastral series 'tV'aS correcto 

No solution could be offered as to why the disc ncy 

existed. HovJever, because uniformity was desired, the 

Cada ral ser s bound es vrere adopted and used for the 

production of Append map, 1. 

Ih~_pol~~rs~~gistet 

During research in 1c~7ellington, a regj_ containing 

the details of settlement by d charged soldiers w·as found 
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in the National Archives. This volume contained personal 

particulars and data relating to individual holdings on 

Farm Settlements. Because in the reproduction of the Canter-

bury section, confident! material had to be omitted, the 
7 

history of single holdj_ng s could not be investigated. Also, 

the !Soldiers' Regi er lists alienations chronologically 

bet1veen June 1916 when the first entry appears and 1 

vrhen the last was made. A peru of the register ded 

another 10 Farm Settlements to those already traced, bring
S 

ing the total to 56. The ter and Bastion e imate 

that this number account;s for at least 75/& of the total 

number of settlements on ~,<Thich d:t scharged servicemen 

obtained holdings® It is not kno1m hov.:r many v!ere entirely, 

or only partially oc by er sett 

set ements are not sho~·m on the Appendix maps, 1 - 3 

because they could not be found on the C 177A 

Series or were discovered er the is for Chapter 5 

had been completed. These are added to the preface the 

Soldiers' R ister copy the appendix. 

Table 1 is a list of the 56 Farm Settlements traced. 

h block on this table has a figure beside it, this being 

the code reference number. By noting this the in-

dividual blocks can be identified on Appendix map 1, 2 and 3~ 
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The colQmn in this table r err to the land use on 

each Farm tlement has been classified into seven e·~ 

gories, an explanation of which appears at the • These 

subdivisions are a simplification of the s and Survey 

clas cation, which ap ars in Table 2. T seven cate-

gory classification is a generalised grouping the most 

common form of !cultural practice carried out on each 

block over a period of • A specific if ion 

of this type was impossible for the t being s-

cussed a the result the dynamic nature farming, r-

t icularly bet1t~een 1915 and 1940 due to the ion 

economic conditions* 

The column T e 1 , "Number of Holding s 11 , es 

clarific on, as the tot number of units found 

some blocks is not likely to be found beside the same 

blocks in Table 2. The number of hold s in Table 1 refers 

to the original number of units allotted for settlement 

the time of t alienation of each blo ( 

Appendix map 1). Each figure vms derived from Survey Office 

Plans in the Lands and Survey Department, each plan shot-ring 

a single block divided into a number of units, these be 

the holdings originally offered settlement. Some of 

these figures differ from those g by otter bu·t many 

are identical. The total number of holdings in Table 1 s 

538. 
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IA1?111L1 

i;YQJ,lli0_1iAR ~ F ARM_§ET:.l,k~M't§ 

QQdeJlQ• Bloc}i: !&£~1ti:Y: E.flt'ID No. of 
12:11~ :Bo1sun~ 

1 Culverden Culverden s 37 

2 li'Tai to hi Peaks Ha1varden ss 11 

3 Brooksdale Hal:Jarden S+C 13 

4 Glenmark 1,,7aikari. S+C 30 

5 Lees Valley Oxford ss 10 

6 He,ATi tt Sefton '\;JH 2 

7 Avonhead No. 2 Riccarton ~·!H 20 

8 Avonhead Ric carton lt.TH 18 

9 Hei Hei Hornby \··TB: 18 

10 Hornby Hornby l\TH 24 

11 Drayton Templeton s 22 

12 1;\Toodlau. ·rrebbleton S+C 5 

13 Broadfields Prebbleton S+C 5 

14 Montford Kirwee S+C 7 

15 Doyleston Leeston D+C 5 

16 Leeston Leeston ~~·m 5 

17 Keith Hororata S+C 1 

18 Home brook Southbridge S+C 16 

19 River ina Rakaia S+C 5 

20 Acton Chertsey SiC 6 

2'1 Lauriston Methven S+C 4 
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Code No. Block Loc~l.J.i;z Fa!Jl! No. of 
IY~ l!Q.lcl~ 

22 Dromore Dromore S+C 3 

23 Grange Methven S+C 3 

24 iJ1airere Methven S+D 7 

25 Lyndhurst Methven S+C 15 

26 Buckley Ash burton S+C 3 

2'7 Seafield Ash burton S+C 4 

28 Ashton Ash burton S+C 8 

29 Bruce Ashburton s-re 3 

30 Hawthorne Hinds S+C 6 

31 Ne1JJ Park Hinds S+C 7 

32 Beach Hinds S+C 7 

33 I sl e1"ro rt h Hinds S+C 13 

34 Cold stream Hinds S+C 12 

35 Ohapi Orari S+D 6 

36 Tripp Geraldine ss 22 

37 Clayton Geraldine ss 5 

38 Four Peaks Geraldine ss 8 

39 Jungle 1t7inchester D 3 

40 Jungle Noo 2 V>rinche ster D 3 

41 Kakahu Winchester S+C 5 

42 Nil ford Temuka D 4 

43 Seaforth Timaru D 7 

44 Lambrook Fairlie s 5 



.Qo4,e,Jig. IU.Q~ 

45 Oakwood Timaru 

46 Had low Timaru 

47 Ro sebroolr Timaru 

48 Crickle,.,ood Fairlie 

49 Mt .. Nessing Albury 

50 MeG or Cave 

51 Craigmore Cave 

52 Bankfi st .. Andre1,rs 

53 Spring~<rell \"Yaimate 

54 l'.fairnate \tlaimate 

55 Ko1,rha tu ~~Ta e 

56 Tara 1lJaimate 

Total nwnber of holdings - 538 

1 8 S+C - (Sheep ard cr ping) 

2 .. s (Sheep) 

3. ss - (Store sheep) 

4 .. 1tffi - (Workers Home) 

5 .. D - (Dairying) 

6. D+C - (Dairying and cropping) 

7. S+D - (Sheep and dairying) 
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S+C 5 

S+C 3 

S+C 15 

s 8 

ss 1 1 

S+C 1 

s 9 

S+C 9 

S+C 6 

D·tC 36 

s 5 

s 10 

Lands and Surv·ey 
Departme 

52 

:Percentage of 
Total Holdings. 

12 

10.5 

10.5 

7 

4 
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Table 2 is a more detailed presentation, dividing the 

nu.mber of holdings on each Farm Set ement into seholds 

and freeholds. A comparison of the tH·o st s vJill shov1 a 

discrepancy in the number of holdings for the same settle

ments, the Table 2 total being 575. The explanation is 

raightforvrard. Bet,freen the beginning the 1920' s slump 

and the end of the depre on the 30' s, many holdings "t..Yhich 

were forfeited or surrendered v.rere not resettled but 

gamat ,.,ith other units which \vere usually small in size 

and on the same tlement. This accounts for those blocks 

where a reduct 

1~ihere the number of units in Table 2 exeeed s those in Table 

1~ the reason is equally simple. As Cro,vn acquired 

additional pockets of for settlement sold s, t se 

were ntified by ing as a part a Farm Settlement 

block, although, in most cases they did not come •.. Jithin the 

boundaries of the block as shown in Appendix Map 1, some 

fact being located anything up to a mile or so from the 
10 

settlement. 

Q.QdftJiQ ... !ll.ock Lea~- Fre~-
;[Ql.Q.~ Hol~ 

1 Culverden 51 22 Mixed and grazing 

2 i,,Jai tohi Peaks 8 Sheep 

3 Brooksdale 14 llllixed 
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~. !2].ocl\: Lease- Er~-
Holds Holds --

4 Glenmark 27 5 Jvlixed and grazing 

5 Lees Valley 8 Sheep 

6 He1>Ji tt 1 Homestead 

7 Avonhead No. 2 17 2 Small farming 

8 Avonhead 17 2 Small farmtng 

9 i Hei 11 6 Poult 

10 Hornby 16 7 ricultural 
gardening 

1 1 D on 13 7 Agricultural 

12 r;.roodlau 4 Hixed and gre:lZ 

13 Broadfi s 4 Hixed grain 

14 Hontford 7 Nixed a grazing 

15 Doyle ston 5 Mixed 

16 Leeston 5 1 icultural 

17 Keith •J 1rJorkers 
gardening 

18 Home brook 16 Mixed 

19 Riverina 3 Mixed 

20 ton 4 Mixed 

21 Lauriston 4 1 lviixed grain 

22 Dromore 2 Mixed grazing 

Gr 3 1 Dairying and grain 

24 ~·Yair ere 7 Mixed 

25 Lyndhurst 18 Mixed 
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Cod~ .N...Q. .. 

26 Buckley 3 Mixed 

27 Seafield 6 Hi xed 

28 Ashton 6 Mixed 

29 Bruce 4 Nixed 

30 Ha1-1thorne 9 f-tiixed 

31 New Park 7 Mixed 

32 Beach 10 ~axed 

33 I slevJOrth 18 Mixed grain 

34 Goldstream 11 Mixed 
and g 

35 Ohapi 6 

36 Tripp 23 Sheep ani g n 

3? Clayton 6 Sheep 0' n 0 

38 Four Peaks 8 Sheep a grain 

39 Jungle 
2 Dairy farms 

40 Jungle No. 2 

41 Kakahu 4 1 l,,Torkers Horne s 
and gardens 

42 Milford 4 Mixed 

43 Seaforth 7 Small farms and 
dairying 

44 Lambrook 6 Mixed 

45 Oakwood 5 Mixed farming 
and g 

46 Had low 1 Mixed 

47 Rosebrook 1 1 3 Small farming and 
dairying 



48 

49 

Block 

Cricklewood 

Mt. Ne ssing 
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Mixed 

Sheep and grain 

50 HcGregor 

10 

11 

1 Hixed and grazing 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

Craigmore 9 

Bankfield 9 

Springwell 6 

1.N'aimate 34 

Kowhatu 4 

Tara 9 1 

Total h<::Jldings 

Total leaseholds 

Total freeholds 

Percentage of leaseholds 

Percentage of freeholds 

Mixed 

Mixed and grain 

Hixed and grain 

Sheep, fruit 
and grain 

Hi xed 

Sheep and grain 

575 

515 

60 

88.5 

11.5 

After. Lands and Survey Report (C1) 1939. 

During the operation of the scheme, administrators 

evolved their own simple classification of Soldier Settle-

ments. The blocks were referred to as being either 'good', 
11 

or 1 bad 1 • 

Q.QQd BJ&.q,l& ~ 

These were usually differentiated in such a manner 

because the size of holdings within the settlement were 
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big enough to be economic units, the block as a ~.-rhole was 

easily accessible and located in an area of good quality 

soils and climate. These comprised, Culverden (1), and 

Glenmark ( 4) in the north, Drayton ( 11), Homebrool<: ( 18) 

and Doyleston ( 15) in Hid Canterbury and Ohapi ( 35), Hadlo1v 

( 4 6) , Rosebrook ( 47) and Banl<:field (52) in the south. All 

these conform in some measure to the above criteria and 

have a lOitJ incidence of failure as Appendix map ·1 testi.fies. 

These were classified according to; 

1) Size, 

2) Dryness, 

3} Coldness, and 

4) Inaccessibility. 

The blocks Hhich ·Here small in size can readj_ly be 

identified on Appendix map 1 , the principal of ;.~rhich ''rere 
12 

He;,ri tt ( 6) , and the :·Torkers Home Settlements located 

,Ari thin a tvrenty mile radius of Christchurch. In the south 

there ,,,ras Kakahu ( 41) , the small blocks in the !.-·!inc hester

Temuka district, and l1!aimate l,.Jorkers Home Settlement. 

Dry__Ql~ 

Most Settlements in Canterbury except l··!airere (24), 

Tripp (36), and Four Peaks (38) suffered during the year 

from drought. The most outstanding of these were the 





T tlement, though smaller than its ghbour 

Cri e1"rood, 1tJaS equally 

property which was ginally 

holding is novr under single 

farm. The home ead is 

a inho e. '11 he 

ed up into f:Lve 

01,mer ship a. s a fat lamb 

ect from the 

evailing sout rly nd by extensive ndb 



blocks on the plains bet,,.,een the Rakaia and Rangi tat a 

Rivers. i.'Ti th no large scale irrigation projects being 
13 

undertaken until the late 1930 1 s these settlements, 

particularly the ones on the poor subhygrous soils, 

suffered throughout the year from dry conditions. 

All settlements locat on the uplands came under 
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this classification although it affect some more than 
14 

others. These were ohi Peaks (2), Lees Valley (5), 

Tripp (36), Clayton (37), Four Peaks (38), L rook ( ) , 

Crickle;.qood ( 48) and Mount N essing ( 49). es Valley, 

Tripp, Four Peaks, Clayton and Mount Nessing also suffered 

from inaccessibility both thin the settlement and Hith 

the rest of C erbury® 

Chapter 3 set out to shmv hm,.r the shortcomings on the 

part of the organisers of the Sold Settlement Scheme, 

and the inadequacies of the settlers themselves contributed 

tov.rards the slovmess of development on the farm blocks. 

The last section of thts chapter has add to these con-

elusions by illustrating briefly how the majority of settle

ments ,.;rere further handicapped by natural conditions. 

Chapter 5 undertakes a detailed analysis of the incidence 

and distribution of failure among soldier settlers 11hich 

came about as a result of the factors. 



1. The a.dmin:i. stra tors th whom most discussions took 
place 1Arere 11·Tatt and Pyne. Both these men were 
actively involved in the ration of the sc 
betvreen 1938 and 1940. 

2. Scotter, p. 484-485e 

3. cording to Muir, Chi Field Officer, Lands 
Survey, Christchurch, Scotter 1 s table elating to 
Morld vJar T,,,o Settlements vias about complete .. 

4. Lands and Deeds Office. Volume Numbe:r•s 
457, 465 .. 

5. C1. Lands and Survey Department port .. 1939. 

' 

pp& 45 6. 11 Summary of the Settlements Est shed 
Upon E ate s Acquired De a~ t i>Ji th UndHr 
Provi ons of the r~~u1d for Set nt up to 
the 31st Narch, 1939., 11 

6. This data changed after amalgamation or n 

'7 9 

8. 

additional boldi s Here purctta to supplement 
small units. 

confide ial material 
Discharged cema n 1 

.regimental number, and. 
holding location on the 

Bastion is Admini ration 
Lands and Survey Dep 

uded; 
name, 

Farm Settlement. 

er, Leases section, 
, Chri burch .. 

9. A 11/Jorkers Home' holding l.,Jas usually of small ze 
and used for t gardening, poultry and small 
fruit farming.. Many disabled cemen wer·e allotted 
units such as these. 

1 o. Bastion .. sonal communic ion .. 

11. This classif at ion was dravm up after discu 
v1ith J;Yatt. 

12 .. These fi 
map 1. 

s are the r 

13. The Rangitata Irrigation 

renee numbers to Append 

heme was commenced in 1938. 



14. The Lees Valley Settlement, (See Frontispiece) Has 
probably the most notorious Farm ,'3ettlement in 
Canterbury. D.N. Hawkins (1957) gives a first rate 
picture of the problems settlers had to face. 

11 0n the m:::tp Lees Valley did not look very isolated, 
but in actual fact the settlers there lived in a 
primitive world of their awn. The huts in which many 
small fa mil ie s ,,.rere brought up had fe\t.r hcmse keeping 
amenities, and supplies and nr::Ht!S Here taken in only 
once a month in the finest of weather. Every year 
floods and sno,,r blocked the roa.d through the'! gorge, 
and. for ,,,reeks on end the settlement had to survive on 
its own resources. The road line seemed a mistaken 
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one for it twisted its way through the narrowest part of 
the gorge, plunged do,,rn into the river, and for miles 

clung to the ice~bound shaded side. For some reason 
the original route high up on the sun0y southr~rn 
slopes was never favoured, with the result that 
the valley '~.Yas given a seventeen and a half rni.le 
£100,000 spectacular lifeline allergic to slips and 
1;\rashouts. l,ffthin the valley the .Ashley and its 
tributaries isolated one home from another, the 
vdnters sno1.ored and iced them up, and the summers 
bleached the hills and flats into a landscape 
depressingly grey and monotonou.s." 

"Beyond the 1·Taimakariri .n p. 121. 

The frontispiece shows 
road mentioned above. 
taken, (July 15, 1967, 
covered with ice. 

the cold slope of the access 
At the time the photograph was 
at 2 p.m.) th<~ ro<:u1 1Jd s 

The lack of accessibility was a constant factor re
tarding the development of thls farm settlement. 
Mr. J. Pyne, Rural Field Officer of the State 
Advanee s Corporation found one family in severe 
difficulties 1.~.rhen he visited the valley in ·1 938, 
21 years after the block had been alienated. Money 
was so short and mate als so hard to acquire that 
the children of the family slept in a tent erected 
behind the house in 1,.1hich the parents resided. 
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1916 2?2 2 629 

19"1 '7 522 319 '143524 

1918 513 3'1 3 1CM362 

1919 1 9 1170"18 

1920 ~- 1 2 40389'1 ,, 

'192'1 5 6 108'7 41 67 

1 2 403 9?972 

1 284 1t16 1 "13 

1924 :316 79 16910 

1 9~25 1 47 90'14 

~e otal: 14624 3676 1,332,300 

s and Survey D 



Having discussed the distribution characterist s 

Soldier Settlements in Canterbury, this chapter on 

to describe t incidence of failure among ex-servicemen 

farmers bet,.;~een the years 191 1924 .. This time iod '\<Tas 

chosen ti-70 reasons. Fir ' as Table 3 shm.,.,rs, t scheme 

r its during t s time so that by 1'924 the o-

granune vJaS almo complet • .lis a r ' this discu on 

covers t majority disc servicemen set • Secondly, 

t Soldiers' ster, from which most of t data for this 

discus on was derived, was not continued after 1924~ 

The reasons the financ difficulties er set 

had to face been dealt vrith.. These problems never irn-

sufficiently to any confidence o a scheme, 

which had depress cemen and the public al h con-

troversies regularly reported the press regarding short-

comings of planning and the numerous other inadequacies the 

programme. The majority of settlers lifere responsible and in

trious inspi te of their O"t<Tn shortcomings. Nationally, the 

scheme was in even worse straits, government being 





This is a ew of one the sold rs houses on this 

tleme The se is sti occupied the buildings 

in 3.,2 to this property. 
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to help those who were in financial difficulties principally 

as a result of falling behind on loan repaJ~ents, rather 

than attempt to settle more men even although the demand 

for land was still bouyant. In Canterbury, the continued 

expiry of estate s provided sufficient land for sub

division so that as Table 3 shows, alienations continued 

right up until 1921. 

The period 1915-1920 was characterised by high prices 

on the vrorld market for agr ultural produce sustained as 

a result the unnatural economic conditions creat by 

the First ''Torld lJJi th the sudden and unexpected slump 

in the price of meat and vrool in 1921, many soldier settlers 

found themselves in greater difficulties than ever before, 

some being forced to forfeit or su~render their holdings® 

The greatest number of failures took place as a·result 

of forf ture of leaseholds, the reason being that of all 

holdings traced, leaseholds accounted for 89% of the total. 

( Table 2). Table 4, showing the 75 failures traced 

from the Soldiers' Regi er, provides evidence that 89% of 

these as well were forfeitures. The forfeiture of a lease

hold took place usually as a result of the occupant failing 

to comply with the conditions of his lease. (See Appendix 

Table 1). In most cases, this was due to the incompetance 
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of the farmer himself. Adequate warning of the consequences 

of inability to comply '''i th lease conditions '\vas provided 

by the Lands Department, even although legislation pro-

vided for leniency. 1•Yhen the Lands Department decided that 

the landholder was not attempting to improve his economic 

position, an order for forfeiture of the unit v1as made.. The 

unoccupied holding 1..ras either held for a short time for re

development before offering or was immediately amalgamated 

with other uneconomic 'holdings on the same Farm Settlement. 

Forfeiture of a holding was the most effective means the 

administrator had at his disposal for removing the malingerer 

from the land. 

Sm·render of leasehold took place usually as a result 

of economic difficulties encountered by the farmer. In 

most cases these difficulties vrere not the fault of the 

land holder. In these cases, the Lands Department undertook 

protracted negotiations to attempt to place the settler on 

an economic footing, however, if an improvement was not 

forthcom'ing, the farmer upon surrender of his lease, was 

a't'larded adequate compensation to allow him to set himself 

\lp in another holding if he desired it.. Occasionally, a 

surrendered his lease \'!hen he wanted the conditions 

lease changed., Forfeiture of freehold was a rarer 

, taking place vJhen the land owner failed to comply vrith 

gage conditions. On such occasions, the holding was 
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repossessed by the Lands and Survey Department as principal 
1 

mortgagee .. In the following discussion this facet of 

failure is of little importance since freehold land accounted 

for a mere 11 of those holdings traced on which failure 

occurred. Surrender of freehold was a very rare event. 

Table 4 forms the ba s for this discussion. The 

column dealing with occupancy period shovJS the time vrhic h 

elapsed between alienation, this not necessarily being the 
2 

original alienation, and the time vthen the holding on the 

particular named tlement 1tTaS forfeit or sur red. 

The difference between these dates s the column 

sho-vling the total ngth of occupancy of a single settler 

on a beside each Farm Settlement is 

a c number which is not t same as the r ence numbers 

on Tables 1 2 and Appendix maps 1 - 30 These figures 

ranging from 1 - 75 itate the understanding of 

This diagram was constructed to sho-v1 the number of 

failures occurring annually b en 1 9 1 6 and 1 92 4. T hi s 

can be determined by count the number of lines in the 

chart falling between each time d sion. For example, in 

1917, t were 5 failures. There is no data sted in 

the Soldiers• Register for 1923. The left hand scale, 

1916-1935, indicates the length of time one settler stayed 

8 .. 

)n his holding before he was forced to forfeit or surrender 

Lt, the length of line corresponding to the occupancy period. 
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The scale at the bottom of the diagram, 1-75, is made up 

of the reference numbers found along e the names of the 

various Farm Settlements in Table 4, the line directly 

above each number referring to each case of e st 

on that table. 

Another purpose of constructing Figure 8 't<TaS to 

sho'" \vhat chance soldier set s had of failure if they 
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obtained their holdings any year beb,veen 1916 1 924 .. 

It is clear that the ~rmrst year 'tvas 1920, immed 

b the slump.. An attempt 1·1as made to see if the total 

length of occupancy of a tler on his hold decreased 

significantly, part ularly in the years immediately 

ceeding and during the recession. There appears in Figure 

8 to be a decrease in the length of t a holding 111as 

held as time progressed in the p od analys G In 

to produce a clearer picture, Fi e 9 v.ras dra11m .. 

Figure 9 shows the average length of stay s tlers 

had on the properties between 191 1924 when the period 
3 

of occupancy shown as lines on Fi.gure 8 was averaged out .. 

The mid 1919 and mid 1920 is spectacular and 

sho,,rs that in the pe od being d sed, failure occurr 

more often immediately preceeding the slump in 1921 than 

it did during the reces on itselfo This is evidence for 

the sensitivity of soldier settlers to economic fluctuations .. 

Table 5 goes on to illustrate length of stay further. 



±:ABL~_1 

x~a:r.. Code Noo £lock 

1916 1 Seaforth 

2 Seaforth 

3 Seaforth 

1917 4 Crickletvood 

5 Lees ton 

6 Seaforth 

7 Seaforth 

8 Crickle~:Jood 

S01Jl:[~Rrs REGIS'T'ER_-~.L_4LY2,IS 1~1.6.-19~ 

Total 1,e:rur,tQ, 
Lang Acre a g.§ Ocqu-gan~y of 
Class l:Qr.~ Occupancy 

Yrs .. Hths. 

1st~ 105 0 35 5/10/16 ? 
? 1916 

II 15 0 0 5/10/16 6 
4/4/17 

II 58 1 30 5/10/16- 2 
7/12/16 

II 391 2 0 14/3/17- 10 4 
7/7/27 

II 21 3 02 7/6/17- 1 4 
14/10/18 

II 53 2 10 1Ll/"' '17 - o; - 4 5 
3/11/21 

II 58 1 30 6/9/17- 6 5 
4/2/24 

!I 225 0 0 6/12/17- 9 5 
12/5/27 

li..~Q.ll..f. 0 ~ 
;[ailu~ 
F=Forfei ture 
S=Surrender 

s 

F 

s 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

....;:z 

*"" .. 



Total Res§on fm:, 
Yeat Code No. £lock LanQ.. 4.9-r:~age Occ~ l§.llgth_Qf FailY;:t:e 

G.l..as..s Period .Q.Q.Q.JJ.parQ.y F=Forfeiture 
Yrs. Hths. S=Surrender 

1918 9 Tripp 1st. 12? 2 02 7/2/:l£3- 6 9 F 
13/11/24 

10 Cr ickle\AiOOd II 165 2 0 4/4/18- 4 8 F 
?/12/22 

11 Leeston II 22 1 14 ?/3/18- ? F 
? 

12 Crickle"'vood I! 226 2 0 2/5/18- 9 4 F 
15/9/2? 

13 Craig·more II 280 1 38 2/5/18- 7 1 F 
18/6/25 

14 Craigmo:re !! 219 3 10 6/6/18- ? F 
? 

15 Seaforth II 51 2 3 1/8/18- ? F 
? 

16 Bruce II 402 0 0? 3/10/18- 2 ? F 
- 1921 

17 Seaforth !I 96 0 14 12/12/18- 15 1 1 F 
13/11/34 

18 Seaforth !I 92 1 13 12/12/18- 7 F • 
1? /12/25 

~ 
01 
• 



~on for 
~ Code No. ~lq££: ~rul Acr~a.~ Q~upaycy leng_t,q gf Fa~ 

Cl~ Period .Qccupenc'! F==Forfeiture 
S==Surrender 

1919 19 Home brook 1st. 88 2 10 26/2/19- ? .. F 
? 

20 Craigmore 11 26L1 2 20 16/1/19- 8 2 F 
3/3/27 

21 Seaforth ll 29 3 14 27/2/19- 3 6 F 
17/8/22 

22 Ashton ll 396 3 8 27/3/19- 10 8 F 
7/11/29 

23 Crickle'LvOod !I 235 2 0 15/5/19- 6 8 F 
2/1/26 

24 HadlO\v ll 105 2 13 21/8/19- 9 6 F 
28/2/29 

25 Kakahu II 110 2 0 5/9/19- 10 5 F 
6/2/30 

26 Avonhead I! 5 2 8 5/9/19- 4 4 F 
31/1/2t.l, 

27 .Avonhead II 12 0 30 5/9/19- 6 2 F 
26/11/25 

28 .Avonhead II 15 0 38 5/9/19- 6 8 F 
13/5/26 

-J 
0> . 



Total Rea.:aon .for 
Year C od_g..Jig" Block AQre:ag;e Q.£CUO$lUCV length oi Failure 

Period Qccunanc'l F=-=Forfeiture 
Yrs. Hths .. 

1919 29 st. 14 3 15 5/9/ 4 7 F 
10/4/24 

II 0 19- 4 1 F 
0/23 

II 13 1 26 5/9/1 6 2 F 
12/1 /25 

:lJ..;;onhead II 4 1 5/9/ 9- 5 11 F 
13/8/25 

33 Beach 9:3 2 06 7 4 F 
1 

B 0 0 1 19- ? F 
? 

35 D on II 98 2 1 I 9- 6 F 
2/11/ 

1~airere !I 173 2 0 19- 6 8 F 

37 ere 13 0 1 /12/1 ? s 
? 

19 e 8 3 33 1 1/20- 4 0 F 
1 11/24 

-.:2 
...::! 
• 



Total Rea§.Q.u for 
~ Code No .. Block 1§:llil Acrea~ OccunruJ£2: J,ength of ;[ailure 

Period Q..c_cunancy F=Forfeiture 
Yr s,. Hths. S=:Surrender 

1920 39 1,roodlau 1st,. 55 1 2 31/3/20- 2 4 F 
27/7/22 

40 Lyndhurst II 223 3 20 31/3/20- 5 4 F 
9/7/25 

41 Lyndhurst II 288 3 27 31/3/20- 5 F 
20/3/25 

42 Lyndhurst II 293 3 20 31/3/20- 5 2 F 
21/5/25 

43 odlau " 47 2 9 31/3/20- I=;" 5 F ,_, 
13/8/25 

44 vroodlau u 68 0 39 31/3/20- 2 2 F 
11/5/22 

45 Hontford II 381 3 20 31/3/20- 2 1 s 
6/4/22 

46 lviontford li 320 2 31 31/3/20- 2 1 s 
27/4/22 

47 River ina ll 158 2 20 8/4/20- 2 7 F 
23/11/22 

48 Springv:rell I! 124 2 33 6/5/20- 7 1 F 
9/6/27 

-..:2 
co . 



Total -- .Beason :tot 
~.ax QQdS! Jlg. Block ,lengt.h of Fai,lg:r:,~ 

.Q£~u11.anqy F=Forfei e 
Yrs. 1Y1ths. 

1920 49 1 0 0 10/6/20- 8 F 
21/6/28 

50 1 2 14 9 ? F 
? 1929 

51 n 1 3 6 4 10 F 

52 II 2 1 8 s 

53 I ll ?8 2 6 F 

I II 1 1 5 27/10/20- 4 6 F 

55 I 1 2 0 16 6 8 F 

56 I ll 1 0 4 2 F 

57 I 11 0 31 3 1 F 

58 B 24 3 g 2 ? 1 s 
? 

.....::! 
(.() . 



Total Reason for 
Yea.r. Code No .. Blo£}£ Land ~cr~~ Ocq,unanq;z length £! Failur~ 

Q£.£.g.12ancy F=Forfeiture 
Yrs. Hths. S=Surrender 

1920 59 Broadfields 1st 96 0 5 27/10/20- 5 11 F 
9/0 '96 ~ v/ ~ 

60 Dromore !I 299 2 30 27/10/20- 1 ? F 
? 1921 

61 Bankfield II 167 1 9 1/6/20- 4 9 F 
20/3/25 

62 Lauriston II 240 3 0 10/3/21- 1 5 F 
10/8/22 

63 Hei Hei !I 3 0 5 30/3/21- 3 9 F 
4/12/24 

64 Hei Hei II 4 3 28 30/3/21- 3 8 F 
27/11/24 

65 Hei Hei VI 3 1 3 30/3/21- 10 s 
26/1/22 

66 Hei Hei ll 3 0 37 30/3/21- 6 F 
31/3/27 

67 Hei Hei II 4 1 4 28/4/21- 4 2 F 
26/6/25 

1921 68 Hei Hei !I 3 G 35 28/4/21- 7 7 F 
22/11/28 

CD 
0 
• 



Total 
wx qod!i liQ& Block .Qccuoanq;y; Ie'i~:g'-th .of 

Period 0CCUJ2an£,;2; e 
S=Surrender 

1922 69 1st 0 39 18/5/22- 3 2 F 
2/7/25 

.. 2 II 9 2 15 3 7 F 

?1 No .. 2 II 9 2 15 20/7/22- 6 ? F 
28/2/29 

72 Avo .. 2 I! 9 2 5 6 F 

73 No®2 9 19 3 10 F 
1 

.. 2 4 3 4 7 F 

1924 II 5 2 08 15/ 0/24 8 F 
17/6/26 

co __, 
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1litlQilLQE_§ULAJilL~BQ~tl.l4'lEJ 

~!k..liQ1QIJ1 Cl§ J~li~fill. 

fi2 r i .S!sL...Qf_ o c c llr@:!l~ 
(in years} 

Less than 1 4 

1 to 2 4 

2 to 3 5 

3 to 4 7 

4 to 5 13 

5 to 6 8 

6 to 7 10 

7 to 8 5 

8 to 9 •1 

9 to 10 3 

10 to 1 1 3 

More than 1·1 i 

64 

Percent~~ 
of_Iqt§.l 

6.3 

6.3 

7 .. 8 

10.9 

20~3 

.. i .2@ 5 

15.6 

7.8 

1 .. 6 

4.7 

4 .. 7 

1.6 

--
1 oo. o;6 

64 traceable out of 75 or 85% coverage of total holdings 
traced. 
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re it can be seen that the longest period, the greatest 

number of soldier sett rs lasted on their holdings was 

4 - 5 years. 

Table 6 sho,.;rs the inci.denee of failure the 

191 1924.. The eatest number of occurrences took place 

in 1919, ( 25 .. 4~~) , and 1920, ( , these percent s being 

calculated by giving the failures in atzy year as a n= 

tage of the total failures traced. An attempt was made 

to find the tot number ions made on the 56 

Farm Settlements t , the results this investigation 

appearing in Table 7. In tht s t , thG e 

tage of failures took place in 1921, (41 ), and 1922, (3?%), 

although 1918, (38;&), so show·s a high incidence.. The 

conclusions illustrat in Table 6 are onclusive because 

the tot number of nations which could be t 

the Soldiers' Register "tvas 302 ,.,hereas the total 

alienations taking place on the 56 Farm Settlements t 

numbered at 538 as Table 1 shm.;rs .. 

from 

Brief mention has already been made of the problems 

encountered by soldier settlers when holdings allotted to 

them were too small.. According to comment the annual 

reports of the Lands and Su1~ey Department, and administrators 
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X. eq,r. _Qf. Numb~ PercenB,cre of 
.....,.,.......-~ ~-

Aliena.t.iQn I~l 

1916 3 4.0 

1917 5 6 .. 7 

1918 10 13.3 

1919 19 25.4 

1920 24 32.0 

1921 7 9.3 

1922 6 8.0 

1923 - No failures listed in the Soldiers' Register. 

1924 

lUj.enation§ 

1916 9 
1917 30 
1918 26 
1919 114 
1920 91 
1921 17 
1922 16 
1923 5 
1924 _1 

309 

1 

75 

F~ilure_§. 

3 
5 

10 
19 
24 

7 
6 

1 

1 oo. o;£ 

33 
17 
38 
17 
26 
41 
37 
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vTi th whom the ter discussed this feature of set 

ment in Canterbury, the stence of so many small and un-

economic units was the principal reason for in the 

province. Lack of experience did contribute antially 

to the chronic failure rate, but it is generally by 

those contacted, that smallness of units vms more significant, 

in most cases the only difference behveen the e 

of experienced men compared with those who \vBI'(:: 

b the quicker collapse the former. 

the majority, the que ion be 

'if' but 'when'?. 

not so much a 

There are numerous r~3asons for holdings in gene 

ienced 

be of such a small size considering their ty, 

climate, soil and agriculture i.ntended to carried 

on. Principal among these was; 

1) The high cost of land 'tvhich dicta t that 

small blocks ac for ivis 

during per:tod of mo intense land buying, 

this period being shown in Figures 2, 3, 4, 

and 5. 

The continuing government desire to settle 

servicemen as small farmers, this attitude 

being a legacy from land settlement policies 

formulated in the 1880's and 18901 s .. 
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3) The ~tridespread belief of the public that the 

soldier 11rho had fought for hi.s country was 

entitled to be provided with land in recognition 

of his services. 

4) As a result of these attitudes, '"'hat the soldier 

settler ended up ,,Jith "tvas a mere token of 

gratitude for services rendered, parcels 

land being presented as compensation rather 

than as well planned and v:iable economic units~ 

lv!ore time will be spent on this feature of t 

discussion later in the chapter* 

Figure 10, 1 Size of Farm Units', was constructed 

order to substantiate these conclusions as ,,rell as 

further developing the dis(::ussion by sho,_.ring the number of 

holdings falling thin certain categories formulated 

according to the spread of the data. All holdj_ngs accounted 

for are listed in the Soldiers• Register. Each unit was 

placed in its respective acreage classification and then 

mapped. Contained in this number are holdings which appear 

twice because of the failure of one occupant and resettlement 

by another. Only the Seaforth holding of 58 acres could be 

positively identified., The remainder are not known, hOi<Tever, 

Table 4 and Appendix Map No. 1 suggest that the number does 

not exceed ten, a negligible amount -vrhen compared 1:.dth the 

total holdings mapped in Figure 1 0.. As a result, the diagram 
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does not markedly lose its worth or usefulness. 

The columns are divided into three, the bottom section 

representing those holdings which were not forfeited or 

surrendered according to the Soldiers' Register. The middle 

division shcrt~Ts the forfeited units and the top, those 1,.rhich 

were surrendered. The number of occurrences of failure in 

this diagram exceed the number listed in Table 4, the reason 

being that Figure 10 is made up of all the alienations 

listed in the Soldiers' Register and not only those from 

the 56 Farm Settlements traced. The figures placed in the 

lO\ifer body of each column represent the percentage of :fail-

ure of holdings -vrithin each acreage category. For example, 

in the class, 'up to 5 1 acres there are altogether 26 units, 

9 having been forfeited or surrendered, this accounting for 
' 

35% of the group. The percentage of failure aftHr eategory 

1 301-325 1 acres vras not calculated, the number of holdings 

being too small to make the effort valid_. The diagram shoivS 

that in the upper end of' the scale there ,,ras a negligible 

amount of failure, this representing large run holdings such 

as 'VTaitohi Peaks, Heron, Somers Block and others. In the 

middle and low·er ends of the scale the pereentage of failure 

1vas substantial. For example, of the 287 units making up 

the total holdings up to and including the 351-575 category, 

this subdivision accounting for the middle and bottom 

sections of the scale, there were listed, in the register, 
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FARM TYPE 

c=J Dairying 

Stor• sheep 

Workers hom a 

Sheep and doirying 

- Sheep and cropping 

!lillll Dairying o"d cropping 

-Sheep 

A D OCCURRE CE OF FAILU 
1916 1934 

• Surrendered holding 

Figure II Source- Soldiers Register 
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74 fa s, t s s 2 of t t al tions., 

To make t gram more meaning t C:l can l)e 

fur s into d s:Lons of cal. t 

I>Jatt to be of differ farm time 

od under d i. scussi ThE":: se a 

1) Up to 75 acre s 

2) 25 - •j 25 acres 

1 at1r s -~ D cro ing 

4) 75 300 acres ep or e ero i 

5) 300 acrE"~ 1:1p p. 

1' se cat s are est. t on r 1 n 

ty s the e 
J_ -L se [., (, 

subdi t maj :tty' a e Tabl 

'i and t old:L rot .,;) ter 1 atte 

F 11 ' rm ·rype Occurren of 

F 

9 

rp ... 

fai 

from a 

of 75 0 

remai s 

ight of each column is ro 

occurr in each 

of each column sho\.lring the 

in that ticular 

Those holdi s 111hich ·r,.yere sur 

indicat ' ot s ing f 

of 69 i s or 

from t d ers' i 

c Table 4 shovrs .. 

to the number 

+ 
l• bottom 

of sample tha-t 

ered are 

ited. diagram covers 
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only part of thE~ data, therE?fore an:? detailed comment on 

possi.ble reasons for th(-3 in.cldenee of fe:dl.ure at any given 

time cannot be made, although some attempt to explain thE' 

distribution of failllre among dairy farms, sheep and 

cropping and 1vorkers home holdings has been attemptE!d" 

All the failures of dairy farms occurred on the Seaforth 

Settl.emEmt. The throe examples in 191€ and 19"17 appea.r to 

be typical and can probably be explained by inc:ompetence 

of the settler in tr1e case of the forfeited exampl , 

(see Plate 2o1) one of these units having the sea encroach-
4 

ing over part of the land at certain t fallure 

of shE.!ep and cropping units shoH ,,rhat could be a trE)nc1 in 

response to the econom conditions the early t;,,,rent 

It can be seen that tr1ere \•Jere t1 .. .ro pea.ks j.n this class, 

these being in 1922 and 1925. The fact that three of these 

holdings out of seven in 1922 ~:;ere surrendf~red, may indie::.1.te 

that poor holding size~ and market condi.tions forcr~d a sudden 

surrender of tht:':i un1 ts after the onset of the slt:unp in meat 

and wool p ces in 1921, this occurring on Montford with two 

instances and Ha-vrthorne vrith one .. The 1925 peak is char-

acterised by group failures, three being registered on 

Lyndhurst and. two on 11Joodlau.. In general, t failure of 

sheep and cropping holdings \rJas vddespread, Hi th no year 

being sufficiently prominent to justify additional comme 
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The failure of workers homes, these being predomin

antly poultry, market gardening or fruit gro1,ring farms, 

although well spread, shOiN'S a peak a little later than the 

sheep and cropping holdings. The reason for this probably 

lies in the alternative source of income such as part time 

jobs enjoyed by settlers on these properties, which ,,,ere 

all located, except for Leeston block, close to or ~,yithin 

metropolitan Christchurch. \'.Then the slump was felt by all 

sect].ons of the community, the very small size of these 

units ''ras without doubt, the principal factor causing theh~ 

failure. 

The remaining farm types, because of their represen

tation in small numbers only, cannot be conn:1ented on for risk 

of over generalisation. 

The most significant feature of Figure "l 'I is the peak 

occurrence of failures amongst all farm types between 1921 

and 1927, all holdings coming within this time period 

accounting for 82. 3js of the total sample. Po ss:l ble reasons 

to explain v-rhy another peak does not occur in the early 

years of the 30 1 s are; 

1) Most farmers who, because of personal incom

petence or deficiencies in their holdings, had 

a 1 potential 1 for failure, lost their holdings 

before this time, or, 

2) Because the Soldiers' Register covers only 
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The Tripp Settlement \vas one the est Canterbury .. 

shes can still be seen in some of the paddocks, a 

bei vi in t middle distance to rig the 

phot raph, t s be e of sour Be hi the 

eeson the right the iers• houses were bui t 

land, l•rhic h a p is sible, was the most 

inten vely 
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those holdings ali ed up il 1 , farmers 

\•rill have e 

succes by 

lost their holdings or settled 

s timee 

In 1922, D~H* Guthrie, M ster of Lands, advi all 

sold r settlers of setti up a Domt Board 

Inquiry 11rhose job was to inve i ort upon the 

unity \vas gtven po ion 

every 

sold r 

to ftu· 

rmer • An 

the b with d ail of hi 

pas ion. T se investigations out to d ermin 

the perc of lures, both orary or po 

due to thost?. causes which had, up until that time, 

p to be th princ stumhli 

tabi1ity subdi on, 1) Fa.ilur due to un 

s ctions b small or too 1 

correspond to or itti the c 

e or not 

igurat 

of t country ,,rhic h they -vrere 

charg of exces ve rent or the 

price origi ly 

3) The inexper e of tlers, inc orr 

techniques or the unsuitability or poor class 

of stock .. 

4) The 1 of sufficient 1:.1orktng capi 

undeveloped or 

alienation to s 

ect 

emen .. 

state of the 

or 

at 

ate 



5) 

6) 

The high es ruling for stock at the 

time of tial settlement ,_,rith the r 

unheralded slump fore lovr prices for 

and pr•oduceo 

The high c of building, roadmaking 

general contracting, fencing material,· 

plements, seeds and manure at the time 

pure and selection. The findings 

board were published in 1 after 4 

tlers total 

had been 

of soldier 

erviewed .. 

By 1924, the ,firorst days of slump \vere over 

ock 

the 

the 

92. 

improved prices vJOOl, sheep 

in some con 

dairy pr 

able diff 

.. storal 

s vJere st 

incubus of loss over stock purchased at high 

, the 

sold at 

low price, still being felt by majority.. On land 

c sified as 'sheep and cro ',as soon as es for 

meat and 1:.rool dropped, an over emphasis was placed on vrheat 

cultivation 1vith the result that those farms on the 1'1id-

Canterbury dry lands suffered from over cropp and in 

some cases, disa erous soil exhaustion, the Seafield, Pen-

s areas b most prone.. Commenting on t ques, 

the C9 report for 1924 stated; 



"In common ~~ith other s, soldiers must 
learn to farm on a system of rotation suitable 
to keep the land in proper heart, and not be 
led away too much by the prospect of immediate 
gain, very often made to the d eriment of e 
results, and sometimes not made at all. 11 

the same rep 
' 

ion vras made the f st 

amalgamation, an a ct of sold tlement to 

considerable importance from this t and up to the be-

93. 

"Curiously enough, here and success-
ful settlers with very little ous 
alongside ot unsucces ones with a 
kno1vledge of • It is considered t 
case of some abandoned settlement lands that 
better pol 1;Jill be to add the holdings to those 
of the adjace men where t country is of a 
light nature ...... " 

Generally, p Here under control and in 

staff e 

Department, progress "''as real for 

the scheme had begun. 

ors of the L 

first time 

The general 

headings; 

'"ere made under the follo~rring 

1) Small graz run farms or those such as 

Glenmark, Grange and Cr 

2} Agricultural farms, i.e. Brooksdale, Ashton, 

Goldstream. 

3) Dairy farms, i.e. Seafortho 



Lookt north ea 

c 1'~ i 
"" .;. tlement lS t area of land to right of 

t ce e this The farm houses are 

p ect from the cold no v.rind by 

cording rnes, (see plate 6.1) the 

se soldie r on the; bl h 

s II "a 

;1r1 e 

l th gorse. p ce s l·f\?.Ce so 

four p ne a 1919, that i;he ft1~st s(:.ttlers had to 

tc) l i" By the nd t 1920 1 s 

S() rt ity 14::1s lo t t SGt sted finan~ 

ct ly. 

~3ett e 4 is trt9. ted in t 

di ance in the centre t panorama. 

Clayton t nt is on the flat a i country at t 
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4) Fr,ui t , 

5) Narket g ens, and, 

Poultry, i.e. Avonhead ements, 

Hei i Leeston. 

In the in tion of these , the board found 

t many of t 

account the 

having cold 

er subdivi 

conformity of t 

as Lees Valley, 

s had not taken o 

country, some soldiers 

ohi Peaks, on, 

Crickle,..rood hers obt d ht prone country, 

Lauriston and B Settlement b representat 

this type. Those had dry blocks \<Jere quj.te unable, 

the Summer, to graze ock to the e on 

cold settlements, losses vrere owing to snow 

and the ravages the kea. As a res t, it ,,ras concluded 

that under these j.tions, further ssj.ons of rent 

allm,,ed so that ers could adj \dth more success to 

difficulties had to face. In some cases, partic-

ularly on the more i ed blocks, Lees Valley being an 

excellent example, t was no sati road access, 

11Th h necessitated the packing of \<TOOl or the driving of 

sheep for long di ances at shearing t • On the back 

country runs of south Canterbury, the sses in sheep had 
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been considerable betvJeen shearing and the autumn muster 

due to the impossibility fencing the less accessible 

boundaries 'tvhich were ten at heights of 6-'7000 feet. 

Lack of access, high co of rna terial s and labour, and avy 

falls snO\tl throughout the area, 1,vere serious obstacles 

to fenc .. 

!;\fhen soldiers -vmre allott their holdings, they had 

to purchase their stock at the prevailing pr es, and 

through the sudden and severe drop in s of sheep and 

wool that took place t following years, they became 

nancially ernbarra ssed their vJorking capital proved 

insufficient as a r t$ This wa the main reason 

difficulty encountered by so many.. Hm.rever, by the time 

the report 1.ras published, these prices had sen to a 

sati tory level, the em ing ss intense .. 

A further cause of concern men on the graz 

hold s, ·Has the lack d ent tion the 

amount of financial allocated for farm development .. 

The maximum advance of £750 to ect improvements and 

purchase stock 1..ras in some cases not sufficient for small 

agricultural and dairy farms.. a result, through the 

inability of run holders to procure sufficient finance 

under Crm.vn loans, they were forced to procure a stance 

from side agencies, thus having to meet a higher rate 

of interest. 
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Of sser importance vms the occasion e sub-

divisions -v1ere made 'Hith no consideration for the na tu:ral 

f s of the country so that homestead tes had, ause 

of hostility of the environment winter, be located 

some distance from the block, Tripp Settlement the 

best example. an account been taken the physical 

features of the land before subdi sion, home ead sites 

could have been locat ose to or on the actual ing 

so that during ng, evres lvOuld proper 

att and ce es 'frould hav(~ bf;len better 

than was the usual case. 

The f observat e by the concerned 

amalgamation of uneconomic p ties. of the areas 

of the runs were too graz , and in case 

where leases were , it vras recmnmended t 

ning holdings be divided among the r lessees., 

The largest number of set ers 

The quality of the nd varied con 

occupi.ed t se farms .. 

ably, many settle-

ments being on the light oney inferior soils of 

Canterbury.. As a result, t '"ere unsui t for ·w·heat 

cropp , the prineipal standby for farmers in favoured 

districts when -v10ol pr s fell.. In spite of this, 

excessive crop had taken e in the bad years 111hen 



quick returns v1ere wanted, 1vi th the result that fertility 

had been lost, many hold:ing s being choked with t1;11i tch and 

"~Areeds, thus reducing production and farm value. th the 

~;r€"~ed infestation came the neces ty to summer fallovr in 

order to attempt ication., On many of those 

ties where pastures ran out soon after 

in financia.l di 

on, the 

cultles too 

97. 

sett r found him 

to surmount~ The 

'"'as the lack of 

i.pal sho om'ing found by the board., 

ence so many ers possessed 

re to the buying and selling of stock so that floe 

of poor quality were often t up, these providing urns 

1..rhich vie I' e en to p e 

meet of loan and mort e rHpayment 1 8So 

h a fe,}r s, settlers on these 

not v.rholly successful ipally for tv.ro :reasons$ F st, 

inadequate finance for purchase of and fore 

men to buy cull herds which proved uneconomic.. Too many 

properties 1-rere ocked with inf or milk:tng , and, 

although pedigree bull pools had been established mo 

North Island districts to produce ped herds, no 

evidence for any similar co-operative programme cou.ld be found 

in Canterbury .. 



Market Gardens 
------------~---

The board found that, although most settlers on these 

properties "t-rere industrious, the high land values of this 

suburban land proved such a burden to most that rentals 

could not be met. On Hei Hei, Hornby, and the Avonhead 

Settlements, rents vrere crippling. 

This form of farming i•Tas carried on at the Avonhead 

Settlements, Hei Hei and Lee ston. It had not proved the 

98. 

success that was anticipated, the reason being the inflated 

cost of birds, food and labouring e:x:pen:::;es. A contributing 

factor to the lack of success of this venture was the in-

different health of some of the men 'IN'ho attempted. it, many 

of 14hom vJere po:l son gas victims .. 

.Q.QJ1~12rl 

Table 8, 1 Summary of Findings of Inquiry Boards in 

Respect to Farms Inspected' , shows the position of soldier 

settlers in Canterbury in relation to the rest of the 

country. The percentages given had been derived from replies 

to the six headings relating to failure listed at the 

setting up of the Board in 1922. (See page 91). Most 

significant is the finding that Canterbury had proved the 

most successful of all land di strtcts. 



Reviewing the po tion of soldier settlement as a 

\vhole, the Board concluded that, although so many of the 

men requir financial assistance to carry on, the cause 

99. 

1t1as not al togethE:;r for the vrant of trying on their part or 

due to xp nee and the conseque ss of ·Hork:t 

capital but principally 01.Aring to the losses of revenue 

from stock, wool and da produce caused by the slump of 

1921 and 1 922., 

The report conclud with the Boa 

opinion that, with t approval of recommendations 

ssion of rent and instalments and t reduction in t 

ruling price of land, t boyant conditions on the s 

generally, and the increa es product , 

11 .... the de re to 
succeed will se their responsibilit , 
and by their energy even·tually prove to the 
country that the Gov 's policy in placing 
them on the land has been amply ju ed .. 11 5 
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II 

SUNMARY OF FHTDINGS OF INOUIRY BOARDS IN RESPEC'l1 OF FARHS INSPECTED _"""""""' __ ,__=·-=-~~-=---~-""'""l'~-~-"""""'--=-----......,.--.._""""' ____________ ~_ 

The percentage of soldier farms \vhere it is considered the farming operations have been unsuccessful. 
[~: (The above percentage refers to farms vJhere occupation has so far been temporarily unsuccessful & includes failures). 

I ·- North Auckland Per Cent. 70.6 (of 359 farms}. VJ;I :::; Nelson Per Cent. 55.5 (of :372 farms). 

II ·~ Auckland II II Not supplied. (734 farms) VIII = 11Testlancl It u 18 (of 25 farms) 0 

III ·~ Havrke 1 s Bay II II 50 (of 505 farms). IX = Canterbury II It 6 (of 439 farms). 

IV = Taranaki 11 II 35 (of 389 farms). X - Otago II !I 2'1 (of 432 farms)@ 

v - l·it'3l.lington II II 70 (of 75~3 farms). XI :::; Southland II II 17.7 (o:f 114 farms}. 

VI = Narlborou.gh II II 55 (of 200 farms). 

.Q.ye st i,Qn~.~~..Jlll\,LLQU .:t.h~.Jl~ l II III IY: Y. 
Pa~t 

VI ill :v:o:r ;rx :K n 

The percentage of failures (perman- s.::: 
ent or temporary) due to each of the 0 

follovring •FI 
causes:- +' • 

ctlbD 

a) Unsuitability 
~ 

of subdivision, •rl 0 23 • • 5 12 5 1.4 e • .. • • 4.6 
sections being either too large .0+' (a to or s 
too small or not in keeping with Om g) u 
configuration of the cou.ntry. rn 

ql<J) 
rn 

O::l 
+' ql 

u _,. 
(J) 0 
::144 0 
AO • 
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3,303 settlers failed to 
assumed that the rcenta 
under number (1) 

50.6 

farms temporarily unsuccessful 30,.7 

es 18.7 

to the invitat for inspection and it may be safely 
successful farms will greatly exce the e sho~tm 

Repor·t of Dominion Inqui Board 1923. 

0 
{() . 



1. The Lands and Survey Department was the princip 
mortgagee up unt 1936 when after the format 
of the State es Corporation, the latter 
department assumed these responsibilities~ 

•j 03. 

2$ Occasionally it is possible to trace in the s' 
ster an ion which t place for the 

second time.. For example Table 4, reference 
3 is a hold on Seaforth of 58 acres 
'IPYhich was surrendered in D 1916 and i ed 

September, 1 917.. This is t best example to be 
found although t are probably hers which are 
impossible to e such as Criclcle\,JOod, (8) 
acres and Cr ( '12) of acres. 

3 technique to s curve was ,rJith 
moving averages, ioe@ The stay on s 
bet~Areen 1 and 10 Table v·rere added together 
an average computed. From this point averages ,ftrere 
continued by adding holdings 2 - 11, 3 - 12 ~, 
the result b plotted to p e the curve in 
Figure 9* 

4. e Soldiers' ister, p* 206 (Seaforth 105 acres). 

5. Inquiry Board 1 s port. C , p .. 18. 1923. 



CHAPTER SIX - -~----

BIDJEF .J:1Jl-&:~UH~ .J:OR_§Ql&JJ£R ASE~I,~ 

1925-194Q 

1'he opinions of Inquiry Boards in the various land 

districts had sho1,,m the w·idespread nt~ed for revaluation of 

properties,. and the provision of more finance for farm 

development. Unfortunately, among the soldiers themselves 

and the public generally, the impression prevailed that 

these Boards \!rere really being set up to revalUJ3 soldiers 

land, many servicemen looldng for1N'ard to the findings of 

the various regional committees as an event which was to 

herald a reduction in the capital value of their farm. 

Some who were in a particularly difficult situation hoped 

for almost impossible results. The principal aim of the 

Inquiry Board was not to revalue holdings, but to invest:i.g

ate on a national scale the position of soldier settlers, 

and to report back their reco1mnendations so that a standard

ised relief and development programme could be formulated 
1 

for the \.•Thole country. As a direct result of these in-

vestigations, the 'Discharged Soldiers Dominion Revaluation 

Board' was set up. 
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this B similar to t 

act t s t I ry B It job was to appoint 

ct uation eomm:it s '"hose 

vide t cent commi.t e th recommendati.ons ief~ 

' it "~rra then 

the r "' to ..... respons:i.b i of Board to 

be mad in the c of e s, r rnor 

e d s accordi to t seve ty the t tlers' 

nanci t thori t to t Board 

to te off, 
2 

or accounts in arrears to 

the D.-S S ace 

emen 'l:·rere invi t to providEJ di corrun·· 

itt t s of t ir rs sit 

individually during the course of invcj sti last 

from t setting of th10~ R Boa in 1924 

b inni th(:: D ression 

time of the sett up of R 

c ttees, :i.er set ement , exc t for r 

of aband s and occasional pl ions, n com~ 

ed.. All settlers, regardless of t type holdi 

occupi , 11rere ected in some measure by thE~ slmnp 

of the early 1 0 1 s. B n this time the begi 
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of the depression in 1930, settlers suffered from the after

math of the slump and in 19~5, 19~6 and 19~7 especially 

unfavourable \>Jeather.. Poultry farmers, these being almost 

entirely located on the 11rTorkers Ho·me' settlements, \,rere 

having a very hard time. A lot of the men 1vere disabled in 

some way and the small turn over of their holdings had 

proved very sensitive to the economic climate. The weather 

too had made the recovery of market gardeners on ''tTorkers 

Home' holdings slo•Af as a result or the cold and heavy rain. 

Those on sheep farms '"rere in a more for tuna te position, \vi th 

good prices reappearing for wool. However, those of sheep 

and cropping units, because of' the rain and cold temperatures, 

had lo~ver crop yields, poor gro·t,rth of fodder crops, a lack 

of hay and reduced lambing percentages. Farms generally 

v1ere in a much improved state, although t.he s.Lurap and bad 

\rJeather continued to precipitate failure for those on un

economic holdings •.vhose ,,rhole existence r.tad been a tragic 

struggle from the very beginning. The majority ,,rert': com

pletely rtmdo,vn and unless they ·were, upon abandonment, 

amalgamated with other units on farm settlements, consider

able expenditure of time, :qJ.oney and effort by the Lands 

Department as well as loss of productivity resulted in the 

period of redevelopment. By 1926, the investigations of 

the Revaluation Board had been virtually completed, although 

its activities were to continue on a lesser scale for 
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another four years. aim of the invest1.gations was 

twofold~ Fir to help ers over problems en-

c ered as a re of t and, secondly, to 

holdi s so as to e farmers on a satisfactory economic 

footing wherfJby they could improve t properties 

increase production rather t stagnate as a result of 

'rhe f ings of t committees 1vere many re s 

similar to those given by Inquir~r B 

er the publication s recommendat s, the 

Canterbury Committee Revaluation was frustrat 

inability to the b cases, ularly t se 

on uneconomic hold s. The maj ty of these holdings, 

of which no examples were 
- 3 rted , d have had 

a temporary re te from financial ulty even c tal 

reduction remission antial.. An 

unforseen result of regional ttees inqui s l:.ras the 

refusal by some men to ac financi a recomme 

after revaluation because they ieved these measures ·Here 

a refle ion on the iciency as farmers$ 

The ipal difficulty the commit e found er-

bury was lack among the settlers., In these inter-

depres on days, inspi te of the maj making some head-

way, a feel of dissatisfaction was v1ide spread .. 

The main cause of this ,,ras the continuing in the 

of land .. 
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At the time of initial alienation, because of the 

grossly inflated prices given for land, rents and mortgages 

were considerable. In consequence of the devaluation which 

took place and the generally deflationary effects of the 

slump, there was ,,,ide spread difficulty experi.enced in 

meeting liabilities .. The recommendations made periodically 

by the Revaluation Board took some time to implement and, 

as a result, many pri'\rate mortgagees to "tvhom sold:i.ers had 

turned bee a use of the small f inane ial gra.nt s off er~Jd by the 

Cro,Jm, found themselves faced l·lith the situation that in 

many cases, their apparent equity for advances had dis

appeared. This \vas a direct result of the progressive land 

devaluation. As a result, before rene,!.ring any mortgage, 

they looked for repayment in part at least of the debt so 

as to secure a fair margin of security over advances. In 

a great m:unber of cases, the repayment was not forthcoming .. 

Nortgagees, as a result lost confidence in rural securities 

and ,,.,i thdrevY tl:1Elir support. These measures did not help 

the situation, this action further restricting the supply 

of finance which had never been adequate to satisfy the 

demand. There i•rere three other factors, of less significance 

than the lack of development finance but still sufficiently 

important to mention, 1..rhich further restricted soldier 

settlers activities in Canterbury. The price of farm labour 

at this time ivas beyond most settlers means, the reason 



being that soldiers1 farms 1.rere notorious in the 

community for the hard work required of labourers on hold

ings 'l.vhich, for the most part, ~~rere in poor condition .. 

Some tlers vrho managed to get t r heads above "rater 

in 1925-192'7 prices improved and vrho thought they had 

suffic nt finance to inve an automobile or tractor, 

found that from 1928 on, they had actually over nt, thus 

straining themselv·e.~s financially vrhen every penny \vas re-

quir • Finally, the higr1 rates intere 1·1i th -v1hich 

servicemen settlers had been forced to ruggl the 

be nning of the settl scheme, contir.1ued as a 

considerable burden during these years of tuating 

economic conditions. 

109. 

The drop in prices for agrtcultur products was f st 

felt by soldier settlers as early as 1927, t fall becoming 

more serious in 1929 and 1930. The empha s on relief 

programmes which had been set up follo,ving the reconm1endat ions 

of the Inquiry and Revaluation Boards -v.ras intensified, h 

an all out effort r.g by the Lands Department not to 

offer advice for furt section development; but simply to 

keep soldiers on their properties. It was clearly· under-

stood by administrators that, hough t majority 

settlers were already, or soon to be severe economic 
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difficulties, this was the be plan. It 1,1a s equally Hell 

knmvn that, although an economic burden 1·1hile still on his 

holding, the soldier would be v1or se off he was forced 

to abandon his unit.. The man would be better producing 

something, ess price, rather t doing nothing 

for and, in the long run, the consumer~ 

All s, soldier sett and civilian, had 

three bad s and for servicemen, it was only the trans-

renee of current account advances to long rm instalment 

mortgages that saved many from the rties 

to the Lands Board. Not all, , could be helped ; the 

depression was t f blo1v for the cases who 

managed to li on as a result of satisfact market 

condit n 19 and 1928., The set 

were unable to obtain further because the record 

of remiss s and po nts many already had.. In e 

of every effort v.rhich had been made, the Lands Department 

admitted for the f st time the history of the scheme 

that, unless i tions improved, all rs on uneconomic 

holdings 1110Uld have to the possibility of losing their 

farms. Condition dete rat than improved, and 

in 1933 for soldier settlers in Canterbury, the d th the 

depression was reached with t setting in of a prolonged 
4 and severe drought. It had been hoped that the generous 

relief measures introduced t Mortgagors Relief Act of 
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1931 and the Mortgagors and Tenants Relief Act, 1932, would 

have met the economic position prevailing.. This may iJJell 

have been the case i.f it. had not been for the tragic onset 

of a severe drought in the province. Settlers incomes, 

already strained by five years of bad markets and heaVY" 

mortgage repayment commitments, plummetted disasterously., 

Delicate budget calculations formulated to hold settlers 

over v1hat was thought to be merely a temporary recession, 

v1ere up set to such an extent that the adrnini stration of 
5 

accounts was a major task. Most longterm financial relief 

and development plans were put aside, concentrated efforts 

being made to protect financial advances already made., 

Advances under the D q> S .. s.. Account during the 1935 season, 

'"ere subject to a ne1r1 innovation as a result of the current 

protective measures. Loans were allocated seasonally, a 

reviev: being made each year, further advances being con-

di tional on the findings of each annual assessment .. 

At the time the seasonal advance plan was mooted in 

1934, the upi:,-Jard trend in meat prices had extricated sheep 

farmers from their difficulties in meeting repayments and 

in some cases, a consolidation of financial positions took 

place. The outlook on mixed farms was still poor, not so 

much as a result of the depression, but because of the 

persistence of the drought. Infact, the Lands Department 

left settlers on this type of holding to their own resources 
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because their chances of failure were slight owing to the 

generally satisfactory size of holdings and the good sur-
6 

vival rate sho,,m during the ~.rorst years of the slump. 

After the disastrous drop in 1933, prices gradually 

rose in 19 35, yet the increase which did take place was 

unsubstantial except for meat, ~.'lhich sho·1,red an urnvard trend. 

Lov1 prices persisted for \,•rool and butterfat and, as if this 

was not enough, the settlers faced continued drought in the 

summer months, and exceptionally heavy rains in the crucial 

spring and autumn seasons. 

Govermilent had recognised for some time the strain 1>1hich 

had been imposed on the Lands Department as sole adminis-

trator of land settlement and financial affairs. During 

1935, the management of loans had been taken over by a semi

public organisation, The Mortgage Corporation of New Zealand. 

Ho~~rever, the Labour Party, the ne,.r government elected in 

that year, transferred all loan and mortgage affairs to the 

ne'N' State Advances Corporation, a purely government organ-

isation created in 1936 after the passing of the State 

Advances Corporation Act. Under this act, pro vi sian •1ras 

made for the appointment of farm appraisers, who as their 

name suggests were to investigate individual holdings and 

arrange finance for development as ,,Jell as loan and mortgage 

repayments according to their findings. In the Canterbury 

Land District, these field officers ·hrere men of ,,,ide 
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This house was one of the better class dv,rellings con-

ruct for soldier settlers on Cricklewood. It wa 

occupied by D.. Barnes, 11 .. P"' for ~,Jai taki from 1 

and rector t State Advances Corporation after 

his defeat. The small room on right of the house 

vms added by Barnes him and in this study, the 

proposals for amalgamation of uneconomic holdings i>Tere 

dra11rn t programme ·Hhich re be an e 

for the 'tvhole the count • Some servicemen vrere 

reticent to g 

therefore, 

01,Tn farm. 

up their holdings for amalgamation, 

order to lead the \·ray, Barnes gave up s 
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experience coming mostly from the Valuation Department, 

Lincoln College or the s Department. One of the 

valuable activities of the farm appraisers vras the intra-

duction of a sophisticated budg ary system sold 
7 

settlers. This meant that the field officers, after 

detailed personal investigat of each holding, virtually 

tool< over the financi s of the farmer. T immediate 

result was a very con der e psychological boo for the 

soldier tlers, and the long term, many mort e re-

payment d icul ties 1,rhich had plagued ex= serv:icemen for 

iminat 

T final legislative r measure putting 

farmers on a sure economic footing was the pas 

the ors and Lessees Rehabili t on Act. The 

Labour government was fully a~.rare that ients such as 

postponement of charges, nd revaluation and her con-

cessions had been rendered useless by the years of depress-

ion. Accordingly, this act 1A.ras brought forvrard, its passing 

result in a further sc ing dovm of rents and liabilities 

of all settlers, both soldier and civilian then in difficul

ties to a level commensurate Hith the productive value of 

the land. 

Because Canterbury had more uneconomic holdings on its 

soldier settlements than any ot land di ict, the need 
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had been recognised for some time that the only v.ray to 

alleviate economic stress on these farms was to amalgamate 

those considered unsatisfactory. \·Then the voluntary pro-

gramme got under vJaY in the early part of 1937, it was the 

first move on the part of administrators in this direction 
8 

in the country. By the time of its virtual completion in 

1940, Canterbury amalga.mation procedure had provided a 

speedy and efficient lesson for the rest of the country to 

follow. 

The programme arose from amongst the ranks of officials 

and reached a high point of sophistication considering the 

whole scheme was a voluntary venture. An 'Uneconomic Farms 

Committee' vms formed from representatives of the Lands and 

Survey Department, Valuation Department and the State 

Advances Corporation. All planning and spadevrork was 

undertaken by farm appraisers 1,rhose reconm1enda tions ,,rere 

sent to the local and central cornmi ttees for consideration, 

the central committee be:lng the overall controlltng body. 

After the machinery for the amalgamation investigations 

had been set up in 1938, the programme vras innnediately im-

plemented. Farm settlements containing the greatest number 

of uneconomic holdings had been kn01,m for a long time and 

it v.ras these blocks 1-Jhich -vre.re first visited. The job of 
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the ser "lftras to evaluate those holdings mo lilmly 

to benefit from having land to them, and loJhich s ers, 

because of e or ill th couJ.d be ed that 

gamat was the best solution to t r economic difficult s. 

The term, 1 unec holding' in these investigat 

was to apply only to those s 1,rhi c h ·~rer e t oo to be 

used as able economj_c units, but vrhich added ly or 

ly to ot holdings, either on the same or adj n-

ing blocks, make ee c hold s$ Other classes 

farms were recognised c h vJere so uneconom1.c. These may 

been large enough in area but, ovdng to the lack of 

finance for opment and stock pur se, the properti s 

vJere still uneconomic s te of the isfaet marl\:et 

conditions exist at that t 'fhere 1-1ere so large 

holdings of i or land as existed Lees Valley 

Settlement, which were so unec In the t s1~age s 

of the scheme, 1•Jas only the f mentioned class that 

\vas given p ial t nt~ 

Inve igations b an in June 19 , the progress the 

programme being very rapid~ Three months after its beginning, 

the following s tlements had been visited some re-

cOJmnendations had been e to the controlling c ees~ 
9 

Montford Reference No, 14 

Home brook 18 



In 

Tripp 

I sle\,Jorth 

Brooksdale 

Hav;thorne 

New Park 

Bankfi 

Craigrnore 

Cold stream 

Kakahu 

D on 

Broadfi s 

'Hood1an 

0 

nuary and Feb 

Reference No. 36 

, ·1 940, tention 1,11as 

3 

30 

31 

52 

51 

34 

4'1 

·ns 

'13 

12 

45 
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to those 

se ement s in Mid Canterbury \,rhich ivere located on the 

lands,. Tbeso 1vere, 

Ashton 

Bruce 

Buekley 

Seafield 

Lauriston 

Lyndhurst 

Grange 

28 

29 

26 

27 

21 

23 

F lo1.ving successful experimentation v!ith irrigation after 

the Great Dep.res on on a fe111 holdings in this area, it ,.,as 



to recommend gamation 

not eliminate the uneconomic hold 

inve igations 1tJere continuing on, 

F'our 

Lambr 

Hilford 

Mt. Nes 

Ohapi 

Roseb 

Seaforth 

~rara 

Ko11Jhatu 

s 

h, 1940, ss than a yea:e 

irrigat could 

s. ,At the same t 

38 

44 

42 

49 

35 

4'7 

56 

55 

er amalgamat 

ve ions had commenced, the p ·Has virt 

c .. V'here recommendations been s by the 

cent 'Unec F'arms Commit t , am.algamat immed-

iately took place. The farm settlements affec are list 

Table 9. The result of the proposals the end of 

period under revie1..r in this essay are sho,vn 'r able 1 

Appendix Map 2 was construct in order to sho1.v 1·rhere 

gamation vras most prevalent.. pt forB sdale in 

the far north, and Broadfield s, ,.,roodlau, Montford, Doyle ston 

and Homebrook 'tvM.ch are adjacent to Chrtstchur 
' 
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Banh:field 8 

Br •J3 

Home brook 16 

D est on 4 

Hont 6 

Cold stream 16 

horne 5 

Ne\v 6 

Tripp 26 

ere 3 

Cr e "10 

Oakv.rood 6 

Cricklewood 13 

Kakahu 4 

These figures represent total number of holdings 
ected by proposals and not represent the units 

to be eliminat by amalgamation., 

Lands and, Department .. 



Bankfield 

Crickletvood 

Craigmore 

Four Peaks 

Had low 

Kakahu 

Km,.rhatu 

Lambrook 

l-'1ilford 

l1t. 'N es sing 

Oakt..rood 

Ohapi 

Seaforth 

Tara 

(October, 1940) 

9 

8 

9 

8 

3 

5 

5 

5 

4 

1 1 

5 

6 

9 

8 

6 

4 

5 

8 

1 

4 

4 

4 

11 

3 

5 

5 

8 

'11 9. 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 1 

1 2 

3 

4 

2 

2 2 

4 

3 

1 1 

Lands and Survey Department .. 

Although this table does not include all those farrn set 
ments mentioned, does shm..r where invest ions been 
totally or partially completed., Those not mentioned had 
either not had the amalgamation recotmnendations pas or 
v1ere being subjected to additional investigations .. 
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principal concentration of settlements amalgamated ,,as in 

the south. Every settlement except Acton, Dromore, Clayton, 

Jungle, Jungle No. 2, Iv1cGregor and Spring~rell 111as inves-

tigated and amalgamations recommended. 

No specific information could be obtained to explain 

ho;,,r amalgamation affected the future development of sold:i.er 

settlements.. The programme itself undertal\:en at a time 

~1hen prices for agricultural products had reached a satis-

factory level, particularly after the declaration of war, 

restored economic progress to the farmers with greater 

success than any other relief measure undertaken during the 

World War One Soldier Settlement Scheme • 

• • • 

1. Administrators had felt that, because of the con
siderable problems encountered immediately after the 
commencement of the Land Settlement Scheme in 1915, 
the government had allo·wed officers of the Lands 
and Survey Department to solve their o,,rn problems., 
Thus in many cases the programme had come more under 
the control of regional Crown authorities than was 
desirable .. 

2. Discharged .Soldiers Settlement Account. 

3. Al thoiJ.gh this discussion 1:vould have been much more 
meaningful had examples been available, none vJere 
mentioned in the annual reports from 1vhich this 
information ~Ja.s deri.ved. Discussions i.,rith admin
istrators also failed to produce anything '"orth 
mentioning. 
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4. It is a pee twist of fate to look back see 
hmv the 1?1ea ther vras ab·!ays particularly bad 
soldier settlers -vtere facing their most difficult 
t s.. In 1918 and 1919, vrhen the scheme was ting 
onto its f , extremely severe sno1,vstorms vrere en-
countered ch caused very heavy stock losses 
particularly on the high country blocks. Doubtle 
these contributed tovvards t depressed state in v·rhi 

tlers found their financ s at the onset of the 
slump in 1921 .. 

5. Budgets had been made for tlers since th~~ 
beginning of the scheme and contributed towards 
lovr overall failure rate in Canterbury in e of 
t strains imposed on them .. 

6. Some sett s on the Mid Canterbury drylands undertook 
some small scale igation this timeo 

7.. As a result of the ne''' budgetary system, financtal 
expenditure by soldier s tlers came under str t 
control, each farm's account coming under the uris-
diction a farm appraiser point to manage affairs 
in a particular part of the land di ict. 

8. The cr it for Canterbury the rest of the 
country I•Jith s gamation programme is du~~ to 
ivfr. D. Barnes, former M .. P, for T·Taitald and f 
D ector of the State Advances Corporation. s, 
vrho ,.,as a soldier settler h::l.mself, had planned the 
ini t programme 'IIThile a parliamentarian but 
his defeat in 1 and his ne1;1r appointment as Directol' 
of the Stat Advances Corporat , he vras e to 
the plan into action in Canterbury. 

9. For furt information see Table 1. 
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The First 1'forld ''rar Resettlement Scheme for discharged 

servicemen i.n Canterbury passed through six phaseso 

Duri.ng this period, the initial legislation was intra-

d.uced and passed v'rhich was to set up the agricultural re-

patriation programme. Preliminary land pu.rchases by the 

Cro1m vrere undertaken on a moderate scale. These years 

vrere characterised by considert:tble uncertainty and confusion 

in thought and action on the part of administrators because 

the Crown had lacked experience in the operation of such a 

large scheme geared to assimilate a section of the armed 

forces back i.nto the life of the community. Operations 

11rere carried out using the 1 hit or miss 1 method, adminis-

trators having no conception of the nurnber of returning troops 

who \vould take advantage of the opportunities offered by the 

scheme, or the amount and class of land 1f1hi.ch v,rould be most 

suitable for them~ 



1 

2) 1912=.1,921 

This period sa-vr the p years of the scheme's 

operation during ch the number of ex-servi n ap 

for resettlement in C erbury exee all ier 

estim?.tes. The immediate result, inspite the 1 

becoming available through the exp ng of estate leases, 

1,vas a spate inde te nd buying.. ~1ost of this 

-vras purchased grossly inflated prices and situat on 

1 ,,,Ji th poor internal and ernal accessibility, Tr 

Four s and Lees Valley be the examples of 

settlements on ch soldier farmers h::1d to face S<3 

problems. Huch of the land ,,,hen purchased s in a run 

do1•Tn condition and those men settled on these properti.e 

had 1 tle of success se of t ir rienc 

farm manageme cultural affairs.. Holdings in 

this category were ed mainly on the flat or rolli 

' 

lands in south Cant although there '"ere some instances 

vreed station and '~'rorn out stures on the Mid Canter-

bury dry lands betvJeen the Rang:i tata Rakaia Rivers. 

Betvreen 1919 and 1920, because of lack fore-

sighted planning and an absence of coordination and inter-

ional understanding bet~ATeen local administ or s the 

Crovm, undue risks were taken in land acquisition and loan 

allocation to soldier settlers so that speculation took 

place ,,rhen it could be ill afforded.. The ri vrhich v.rere 
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taken in purchasing of poor quality during this iod 

n market conditions 1>1ere bouyant ause of unnatural 

economic conditions creat by the \var '~'rere to prove the 

first and major stumbling block to the successful operation 

the scheme. \:!hen pr e s fell suddenly in 1921, soldier 

s tlers 1;1ere 

they had incurred 

to cope 

attempt 

th loan repayments 

uneconomic holdings. a result 

to develop the 

the heavy 

gener 

essures 

osed on them by the slump, adminis 

by the quae s badly and 

s ,"rere crippled 

conceived 

legislation so that in to relief on a satis-

factory scale, the Cro,,m to pass tually continuous 

amendments to meet e.~wh problem as it arose 

3} 

1'he sudden on of the slump in 1 , the er affects 

of ;.rhich lasted unt 19:25, thre>rr the ,,,yhole land set 

o confu Loans were desper needed in-

cient financ advances by the Cro,,rn and the st 

complete absence of skilled advisors to suggest t 

b use of money available, result in a large number of' 

soldier settlers being fore to abandon their hold , 

forfeit them by order of the Lands and Survey Department. 

This lttas also a period characteris by a considerable 

crease in the er of e vlho l' ema j be ed in 
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a posit of r e on the nurn~~rou.s reli measures 

pa ed periodically as a result of the stigations by 

the Inquiry B rd R t ion Com;ui ttee. 

4) 

1.1fi th the ma.jor ion of es tleme compl e tn 

Canterbury, t i erdepres on p sa1,1 partial 

rec of sheep farmers but not r nder vrho 

because of sma.ll farm size, i and ex:ce s 

property s cau by gb land values ,., ,, holdi s 

~tv ere ed, lit e or no ss t ~ imp ,;, 

produc or their 01\lrl fi ion. By s t 

findings of I B on ee 

were bf~ing act upon to provide for long term 

t j.ng on e. those 

settlers ·Hho ,"rere fortunate h to be on a torily 

z holding. 'I' he only al ternat t se not so 

pily plaeed 11ras surr r the prope to the 

Lands Board. In r to nate th:i.s e ' a 

genuine ort v.ra s made by t 1 s and De 

to undertake careful long economic planning providing 

in the main r c ser management farm development 

allocations. However, the outbreak of the Great D s on 

in 1930 forced the stponeme of these measures so that 

for t se in di culties, the st chance for r ef 

slipped av.ray. 



5) 

h budget progr;;1mmes set ' t main 

of the Lands Department ·Has to keep as many men as po 

ss their ential success, on t 

pert s while recess 

b of the d ression p 

l. t 

er in '1930, 

'··'ra s, by the 

major:tty 

those settlers who various rea~> on s not a 

success of f ng had su.rr c~red or been c 

forfeit t pro onsor 

t 

to 

r :i. programmes in ation, t s s t~Ler ~·.rcts in 

the 

t c 

6) 

tural 

tunate it ion b 

ian $ 

th the r pearance of 

oduce in ·1 , the 1 

no• 
·b 

ag n able to recommence s 1 

htly b ter than 

ices most 

Department '~rJaS 

range planning cy. 

Those tlers had managed to survive the many 

comings the scheme and t economic depres 

rally on a sound footing. There vrere still a number 

survivors particularly in M:id 

have been a nanci success 

conditions or iti.onal financ 

south C erbury 

ings, would never 

ess of good market 

aid., 

T existence of the uneconomie holding been 



recognis for some t as one of the shortcom:ings 

the scheme. In 1937, planning \1ras commenc 

bury for amalgamation of t se holdi s. ~'he amalgamation 

programme reached its p between 1938 and 1940 although 

property ze justrnents •·.rere c ed on because of t 

large number uneconomic holdings in the land district 

until 1941. The scheme ended after tions commenced 

in 1943 for the establishment of ·1,-rhat vJas to be the 

1t:!orld Rehabilit on ogra.mme for dt .sc harged sold r 

settlement. 

Because of the almost compl e absence of documentary 

material r ting to settleme in gener and soldier 

settlement in particular, this study had had to be a 

alis descriptive exploration of t major rehabil-

itation prograrmne for di amen in N evr and., 

Empha s has been given to the number and dis ibution 

of failures taking place in Canterbury because information 

;,,as discovered in the Soldiers 1 Regi er ~.<1hich lent its 

to objective description.. This theme was chosen for some 

brief analy s because it was the most interesting ect 

of the scheme. Yet as Table 8 shovrs this list having been 

formulated after the greatest period of failures had been 

encountered in the scheme's existence, only percent of 

the settlers forced to forfeit or surrender their 
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holdings. Therefore, employi ture and surrender 

as criteria for measuring success, one cannot just iably 

say that Cant ury, t f land settlt~ment 

11JaY in 1:.1hi ch it could be ible to come to 

any cut and d ed de "I·JOUld be to look at t case 

stories indiv ual Farm Settlements. n can say 

that Lees Valley th tlements \v(:Jr t-3 a f e, 

or, ·rripp Settl and Cri 8v!OOd H·ere only p ally 

success T problem this method 

arises one tempts to s tlernent 

other end of the sc e for v fet<J ' a 11 

test ies, were succes , even scheme 

to a c .. 

Ther e tempt to d 

as a e , . .ras a e is a e ta e 

can 1 at took place on F'arm tl 

and say that for· some soldier farmers, the sc 'tva a 

tragedy. A subst ial number failed completely yet 

even more never had any chance of subst 

success or sonal happiness because of the own short -

comings or the inadequac s the holdings they were 

allott • It is this latter category, the borderl cases, 

about "tvhom no stati ics e st, ·who '.orould the 

opinion as to the success of the programme as a rehabilitation 

venture and land settlement 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

'10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Culverden 

ohi 

Brooksd 

enmark 

Lees Valley 

He~Ji tt 

l\.vonbead No. 2 

Avonhead 

i Hei 

Hornby 

ayton 

i 1Toodlau 

Br elds 

Montford 

Doyleston 

Lee on 

Keith 

Home brook 

Riverina 

Good 

Improving 

Unce 

Good 

Po 

i 

1on d 

tory 

ertain 

Uncert 

Impro~ting 

Uncertain 

Improving 

Unce 

e abli 

Satisfactory 

Good 

"l29. 
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.. 

20 Acton Should succeed 

21 1 on Falr 

22 Dromore Should succeed 

Grange r 

24 e Fair 

25 Lyndhurst Satisfactory 

26 Buckley ir 

27 d Fair 

28 Ashton Fair 

Bruce Fair 

30 tory 

31 Ne~,, Park Fair 

Beach Fair 

I e•..~rorth Uncerta 

Cold stream F 

35 Ohapi Good 

36 Tripp Poor to 

37 Clayton Good 

38 Four Peaks Good 

39 Jungle ) 
) ir 

40 Jungle No .. 2 ) 

41 Kakahu to fair 

42 Milford Fair 
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.. 

43 Seaforth Fa 

Lambrook Fair 

45 Oakwood 

46 Hadlcn•J Fa 

47 Rosebrook Fair to good 

48 C ricklevTOod to fa 

49 Jl[t .. Nessing Fair 

50 HcGregor Very 

51 e or to fa 

52 B eld Fair 

53 Spr Falr to good 

54 imate or to 1' 

55 Ko,~rha tu 

56 Tara Good 

1 • Good 7 
2. established 1 

I 

3. .Sati tory 4 
4. Fair to good 2 
5 .. Fair 21 
6. Should succeed 2 
7. Improving 3 
8. Uncertain 8 
9. Po tion difficult 1 
10 .. Poor to fair 5 
1 1 • Very 

( e Append map 3) After C 1 Report.. Lands and Survey 
Departme , 19393 
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One can look at the scheme optimistically as well as 

at its darker side. Under the soldier settlement programme 

a very considerable area of ,firhat had been undeveloped or 

inaccessible land was opened up and brought into productj.ono 

From this point of view and looking at its long term con

sequences it was vJholly 14orthwhi.le. Moreover, if it had 

not' been for the mistakes made and the lessons learned 

during the implementation of the first scheme, the Second 

·vrorld Har programme 'IArould not have been the unqualified 

success it has proved to be throughout the whole country. 

Innovations such as the introduction of field officers and 

farm appraisers, and the management of financial affairs 

'IArith a well organised budgeting system, eliminated from 

the latter scheme the financial problems which crippled the 

first. The thorough grading of applicants before settlement 

l\:ept the inexperienced from the land until a satisfactory 

training had been completed. Land Sales Committees ~~Jere set 

up to supervise the negotiations for land purchase, the 

golden rule being that land must be of a suitable type and 

the holding of an economic size before alienation to settlc~rs 

took place. Finally from experience gained during exper

iments in the late 1930 1 s, the development of the Mid Canter

bury irrigation schemes I!Tas stimulated so that future settle

ment was commenced on a sound footir,g with every aid and 



facility the CrOl;Tn possessed be 

disposal. 

at soldier set 

The lement of discharged soldiers on farms 

CrO\I!n er the rst ,.,as one of t bigge 

mo comple and probably the mo controversial land 

1 

l"S 

the 

' 

set nt programme in sto of Ne1ftr aland., This 

thesis has me skipped across its surface, touching on 

c ain aspects the programme ·which est the -vrri·ter 

as a stude hi or :Leal geography. It is hoped that 

the future some one 

th:Ls study to cont 

of research<> 

1Je imulated by conclu s 

something more to t s neglect 



'fhi s 1 is t is a summary of the cl=tl reasons g 

for the failure of i ividual tenants on some of t rm 

t s tra from the .Sold r t R :t ster tails 

in this document are incomplete, some i:ted holdi s 

havi no page re renee number r the Ne1.; Zeal<1nd zet 

Hhich gives addGd ::t nform:1 tion about 

ilure@ This accounts for t 

the circum of 

gmentary nature of 

t 

Beside each rm Settlement name thc1l'e is a renee 

number ~.rhic h checks th that in e LJ in th(~ t For 

oses of facilitating recog tion of the holdi 1 

ac e of p is so g The ng 

columns in order a earance sho~,r; 

1) The nation for lure given in t 

Sold rs' Register, (F) meaning trnt th~; 

holdi 1 .•. ra s forfeit or ( S) ' surrendered. 

2) The column t N .z~ Gazet reason 

for 
' 

the , . .rhich it t ce 

and t official nation given on the 

page for ;,rhi ch a ere nee ,,.ras provid in 

the ers' Regis " 

It can be seen that for se holdings 1.rhich ,,rere 

fo i ted, 'non c iance , .. ri th conditions of se 1 , 

' 
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meaning in most cases an inability to pay rent and mortgages 

and 'section abandoned', were the two principal reasons given 

for failure by official sotU•ces. The reason given for those 

holdings which were surrendered needs no explanati.on. 



Reference 
Nliiiibe~ 

4 

7 

8 

9 

12 

13 

16 

Settlement 

Cricklewood 

Seaforth 

Cricklewood 

Tripp 

Crickle-v.rood 

Craigmore 

Bruce 

TABLE 1 

R!5_ASONS F,Q,.B F AILJJRE 

Acree.ge 

391 

53 

225 

127 

226 

280 

402? 

Soldiers' 
Regist.~~ 
data 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

"N,.Z.,. Gazette" data 

F , 1 927 , p. 2230 
11Non compliance 1.rith 
conditions of lease11 • 

F , 1 9 24 , p.. 2883 
11 Non compliance with 
conditions of lease 11 • 

F, 1927, Po 1456/7 
11 Non compliance with 
conditions of lease". 

F, 1924, p. 2747 
11 Section abandoned". 

F, 1 927, p.. 2883 
11 Non compliance th 
conditions ef lease11 •. 

F, 1925, p. 1932 
"Non compliance with 
conditions of leas • 

F, 1921 , p.. 1 01 
"Failure to pay rent and 
effect required improvements" .. 

1-'• 
I-'• 
1-'• 



Refere;g,ce Settlement ,Ac_:r.~age Soldiers' 11 N ~> Z.. G_g~ett e" data 
Numbgr Register 

dai;_s 

17 Seaforth 96 F F, 1924, p. 2747 
11 Holding abandoned 11 • 

18 Seaforth 92 F F , 1 9 25 , p • 341 5 
11Non compliance with 
conditions of lease". 

20 Craigmore 264 F F, 1927, p. 567 
"Non compliance with 
conditions of lease". 

21 Seaforth 29 F F, 1922, p., 2256 
11 Sect ion abandoned 11 • 

23 Crickle-vrood 235 F F, 1925, p. 2019 
11Non compliance with 
conditions of lease". 

24 Had low 105 F F, 1929, p. 490 
11Non compliance with 
conditions of lease 11 o 

25 Kakahu 110 F F, 1930, p .. 381 
11Breach of conditions of 
lease 11 • 

26 Avonhead 5 F F , 1 9 24, p. 304 
11 Holding abandoned 11 • 

27 Avonhead 12 F F, 1925, p. 3287/8 
11 Non compliance with 
conditions of lease. 

1-'• 
<l 



Reference Settlement Acrea_g_e Soldiers• 11N .. Z .. Gazette" data 
Numb~ Register 

data. 

28 Avonhead 15 F F, 1926, p. 1301 
uNon compliance 1<1i th 
conditions of lease". 

29 Avonhead 14 F F, 1924, p. 886 
"Non payment of rent". 

30 Avonhead 20 F F, 1923, p. 2595 
"Holding abandoned". 

31 Avonhead 13 F F, 1925, p. 3177 
11 Non compliance with 
conditions of lease". 

32 Avonhead 14 F F, 1926, p. 2446 
11Non compliance with 
conditions of renttt. 

33 Beach 93 F ? ' 1927' p. 122 
"Breach of conditions 
of lease11

• 

34 Beach 89 F F, ? 
11 Holding abandoned 11 • 

35 Doyleston 98 F F, 1925, p. 3177 
11Non compliance with 
condi tiens ef lease"'-.-

36 Wairere 173 F F, 1926, p. 568 
"Non compliance with 
conditions of lease". 

<f 



;B.eference Settlement Acre9,g11 Soldiers• 11 N .z. Gazet~. data 
Number Register: 

data 

38 Waimate 8 F F, 1924, p. 
11 Holding abandoned 11 • 

39 Woodlau 55 F F, 1922, p. 1909 
uinabili ty to carry on 11 • 

40 ·Lyndhurst 223 F F, 1925, p. 2069 
compliance l•rith 

conditions of lease 11 • 

41 Lyndhurst 288 F F, 1 ' p. 2474 
11 Non compliance 
conditions of lease11 • 

42 Lyndhurst 293 F F , 1 9 25 , p.. 1 57 2 
11 Abandonment11 • 

43 1~1oodlau 47 F F, 1 ' p .. 2446 
"Non compliance with 
conditions of lease 11 .. 

44 vroodlau 68 F F~ 1922, p. 1298 
payment of rent". 

45 Montford 381 s s' 1 ' p. 1002 
"Surrendered to land 
Board". 

46 Montford 320 E s' 1922' p. 1225 
"Surrendered to Land 
Board 11 .. 

< 
1-'• 



Reference Settlement Acreag~ Soldiers• - . 11 N .. Zt.. Gazette.!: .. dat;a 
Num,ber data _____ 

47 Riverina F F , 1 922, p. 3095 
"Inability to carry on". 

48 S pr ingt.rell 124 F F, 1927, P• 2004 
"Non compliance with 
conditions of lease". 

49 lflfai to hi Peaks 1200 F F, 1928, P• 2064 
nNon compliance i>Jith 
conditions of lease 11 .. 

51 Hawthorne 100 F F, 1925, p. 2019 
uNon compliance with 
conditions of lease 11 • 

53 I sl e1,rorth 78 F F, 1926, p. 1625 
11 Non compliance with 
conditions of rent 11 .. 

54 I sleVcrorth 160 F F , 1 9 25 , p • 1 01 6 
11 Sect ion abandoned 11 .. 

55 Isle1.vorth 112 F F, 1927, p. 1942 
11 Non compliance with 
conditions of lease11

• 

56 Isleworth 141 F F, 1924, p .. 2883 
"Section abandoned 11 • 

57 I sle,,rorth 99 F F , 1924, p.. 2235 
"Section abandonedn. 

< 
f-1• 
f-1• 



Reference Settlement - jgree,ge §oldiet;,§ 1 uN .. Z e" Jlata 
Number Register 

da~e, 

58 Broadfield s 124 s S, 1921, P• 874 
''Surrendered to Land 
Board11 • 

59 Broadfields 96 F F, 1926, p. 2657 
nNon compliance with 
conditions of lease". 

60 Dromore 299 F s, 1921' p. 874 
11 Surrender to Land 
Board 11 • 

61 Bankfield 167 F F , 1 9 25 , p • 8 9 2 
11 Section abandoned 11 • 

62 Lyndhurst 240 F F, 1 922, p.. 2227 
11Inability to carry on11 • 

63 Hei 3 F F, 1924, p. 2883 
"Section abandoned". 

64 Hei 4 F F, 1924, p. 2847 
11Holding abandoned". 

65 Hei 3 s s' 1922' p. 218 
"Surrendered to Lands 
Board 11

• 

66 3 F F, 1927, P• 773 
11Non compl with 
conditions of rent 11 • 

<: 
I-'· 
1-'• 
I-'• 



Reference Settlement Acre~~e Soldiers' "N .z. Gazette" data 
Lumber Re~ister 

data 

67 Hei Hei 4 F F, 1925, p. 1992 
"Non compliance ,,nth 
conditions of lease". 

68 Hei Hei 3 F F , 1 928 , p. 3351 
"Non compliance 1d th 
conditions of lease''. 

69 't~roodlau 68 F F, 1 925, p. 2018 
11 Non compliance with 
conditions of lease". 

70 Avonhead No. 2 9 F F, 1926, p .. 412/3 
11 Non compliance with 
conditions of 1 ease". 

71 Avonhead No. 2 9 F F, 1929, p. 490 
"Breach of conditions 
of lease". 

72 Avonhead No. 2 9 F s ' 1923' p. 1 80 
Listed in register as 
F but in gazette -
"Surrendered to Land 
Board". 

73 Avonhead No. 2 9 F F, 1926, p. 1862 
uNon compliance with 
conditions of le<:rseu• 

74 Avonhead No. 2 4 F F, 1927, p .. 1145 
11 Non compliance with 

conditions of lease". 
1-'• 
:X: 



Reference 
Number 

?5 

§.!it t_lemen_~ 

Avonhead 

,a.crea,.ge 

5 

..§gldi!irs 1 

Register 
data 

F 

11 N .. z. Gazette" d;;a,tra. 

F, 1926, P• 1669 
uNon compliance with 
conditions of lease". 

:X: 



B_ef f2.:ten.Qg 
g)2g 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14: 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

F:,ar:m 
Settlem~ 

Culverden 

W'ai to hi Peaks 

Brooksdale 

Glenmark 

Lees Valley 

Hewitt 

Avonhead No. 

Avonhead 

Hei Hei 

Hornby 

Drayton 

1rfoodlau 

Broadfields 

Montford 

Doyleston 

Leeston 

Keith 

Home brook 

River:tna 

Acton 

Lauriston 

Dromore 

2 

Date of 
Alienation 

1916 

1920 

1920 

1920 

•J917 

1922 

1919 

1921 

1919 

1917 

1920 

1921 

1920 

1919 

1917 

• 

1919 

1920 

1919 

1921 

1920/21 



xii 

~ranc~ Esu:m 
Numbtt Setllement 

23 Grange 1920 

24 iftTairere 1919 

25 Lyndhurst 1919/20 

26 Buckley 1918 

27 Seafield 1917 

28 Ashton 1919 

29 Bruce 1918 

30 Hawthorne 1920 

31 New 1Park 1919 

32 Beach 1919 

33 IslevJorth 1920 

34 Goldstream 1919 

35 Ohapi 1919 

36 Tripp 1918 

37 Clayton 1917 

38 Four Peaks 1916 

39 Jungle 1918 

40 Jungle No. 2 1918 

41 Kakahu 1919 

42 Milford • 

43 Seaforth 1917 

44 Lambrook 1920 

45 Oak;,.Jood 1920 

46 Had low 1919 



Refer~~ 
Number 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

1916 3 

1917 1 1 

1918 5 

1919 14 

1919/1920 1 

1920 13 

1920/21 1 

1921 3 

1922 1 

1924 • 

Esx.m 
Settlement 

Rosebrook 

Cricklevrood 

Mount N es sing 

:McGregor 

Craigmore 

Bankfield 

Springvrell 

'VTaimate 

Ko,..rhatu 

Tara 

~of 
.{\lien~UQD 

1917 

1917 

1917 

1917 

1920 

1920 

1919 ' 

1917 

1916 

Data from Scotter, and 

the Soldiers' Register. 

Appendix map 1 shows that there was no significant 
regional concentration of Farm Settlements alienated 
between 1916-1924. 

xiii 



THE SOLDIIms• REGISTER 
--~--~==~---------

The Canterbury portion of the register falls into 

three divisions. 

Division...l 

This section from page 206-213, the biggest of the 

three, is concerned ·Hith those holdings, 

"Allotted to Discharged Soldiers under the Discharged 

Soldiers 1 Settlement Act, 1915 it.Tithout Competition or 

at Soldiers Ballot. 11 

Divis1~ 

Holdings in this section w·ere, 

"Acquired at Ordinary Ballot or Auction by Discharged 

of Returned Soldier of "~.~Tife. 11 

These are found on page 435. 

Qi~ision~ 

Page 484 shows those holdings acquired by; 

"Transfer to Discharged or Returned Soldier or Member 

of Expeditionary Force or Wife.'' 

Int eru:r eta t iQJJ 

After the reproduction of the register, the names 

of certain Farm Settlements became indistinct. These are; 

Page 206. 

a) After Cricklewood Sett. (391 acres) - Paddy's 

Market and Homestead ~ite. 



b) After Burke (4767 acres), 

-Lees Valley Sett. (2748 acres), 

Seafield Settlement. (390_acres), 

Leeston Settlement. ( 21 acres) 

Page 20'7. 

After Ho Sett. (3 acres), 

- Craigmore Sr~tt, ( 264 acres) 

Page 208. 

a) The first four entries in the 1•Ja1canui 

District all refer to Ashton Settlement. 

b) Aft12:t' Sno·wlale Run (5300 acres), 

~ Leeston Scd~t, ( 36 acres) 

- Home broolc tt, (88 acres} 

- Craigmore tt, (216 acres) 

c) After Oxford+ Kawai (2077 acres), 

- Ka.kahu. 

Page 213. 

After Seaforth Settlement, (29 acres), 

u s Alf :1 0 D en ])" + ·~L) - neron, omers, li. orr \),., ~> wurvey .ls-,,rl~.;~.-. 

Ot::!Casionally, Farm Settlements are mentioned in a number of 

different -v.ray s. The following is a list of these abbre

viations which could be traced in the New Zealand Gazette. 

Page 207 .. 

Sett XIII. XIV Leeston, also known as Leeston 

Settlement. 

XV 



Page 208. 

a) Sett III Wakanui, also known as Ashton Settlement. 

b) XVI Pareora, also known as Oakwood Settlement. 

c) XII Opihi, also known as Kakahu Settlement. 

d) X Canterbury, also known as Avonhead Settlement. 

e) XI Geraldine, also kno-vm as Ohapi Settlement. 

Page 209. 

I, III Goldstream, also knovm as Beach Settlement. 

Page 210. 

a) Hat...rkins Mountfol~d Sett, also knovm as lVIountford 

Settlement. ("t,Jhen acquired, th:i. s block was kno,,m as 

Mountford Settlement, hov1ever the name i.vas changed to 

Montford shortly after. Hawkins refers to the Survey 

District in which the block i<ras located.) 

xvi 

b) Cor':!ar Lyndhurst s, also knovm as Lyndhurst Settlement, 

Corwar referring to the Survey District. 

Page 211 .. 

a) IV, XII Rakaia, also known as Riverina Settlement~ 

b) XI \rJaimate, also knovm as Springwell Settlement. 

c) IX, III Noble + '~t1aitohi, also knovm as Waitohi Peaks 

Settlement .. 

According to Watt, the following settlements were 

acquired for discharged soldier farmers. 

1) Allanholme Settlement. Waiho Do,ms. 
2) Coopers Creek Settlement. Oxford. 
3) Aylesbury Settlement. Aylesbury. 
4) 'Walburn Settlement. Leeston. 
5) Morten Se·ttlement. Sumner. 



Duncan, J .. s .. 

Scatter, ·Fr~'H" 

&_l_B L I 0 G R A P H Y 

'rhe La.nd for the People: Land 
Settlement and Rural Population 
Movements, 1886-1906, in, k'=!nq §llld 
Livelihood, Ed" Ivi. NcCaskill, NevJ 
Zealand Geographical Society, 
Christchurch. 1962. 

~ .Hi§.tor:y Qf Canterbury;. Volume III: 
18?6-1950. Ed. W .. J. Gardner. 
Canterbury Centennial Hj_sto cal and 
Lite_rary Committee. 1'Thitcombe and 
T omh~ s , 1 9 65 • 

T,he .An1'2.!2.ndi~.-1i.Q t h~ J 9.11r.n~llL.m: 
.:!ill& QOU§e _Q;LReQ~.§~;Qt.~iY§.§• 

C1 - Lands and Survey Department 
Annual Report. 1915-1940. 
C9 - Discharged Soldiers' Settlement 
Report. 19'1?-'1940. 

PRINARY UNPUBLISHED SOURCES 
-----~--- 01'-

Appendix III - Lands and Survey Depart= 
ment, Christchurch. 
(This volume contains details of holdings 
on all Crown Farm Settlements in Canter
bury. It also gives details of section 
numbers and references to the survey 
plans for each settlement. The book is 
held in the Survey Office of the depart
mento 

Files of the Lands and Survey Department. 
(Current files are held in the File Room, 
4th floor, and closed files are in the 
departmental basement archives). 
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Cooke, H .. B~> 

MacLachlan, R .. ,J" 
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Soldiers' Register. 
(Permission to use this document which 
is in the National Archives mu.st come 
from the Administration Officer, Lands 
and Survey Department, Head Office, 

llington). 

N e!l[~al!iU2d in th~Jjs.kir1g. 
Allen and UnvJin, London, 1936. 

Economic Society of Australia and Ne·hr 
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